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En Clair 


De. 10035 Dem. Sth October, 19/7 
8th October, 1947. R. 5,00 asm. 9th October, 1947 


Repeated to Jerusalem 
Washington Saving. 


My telegram No. 2810: Palestine Committee. 


At eighth meeting on 8th October Winiewicz (Poland) 

accused His Mejesty's Government of pursuing a policy of 
divide et impera in Palestine and of ruling the country for 
their own interests in disregard of the welfare of either Arabs 
or Jews, The Polish Government had the interest of the Arabs 
at heart, but they could not ignore the rights of the Jewish 
people as confirmed by many international documents, Winiewicz 

upported UNSCOP’s sixth unanimous regommendation but. thought 
a beginning should be made by the transfer of the 250,000 
Jewish displaced persons te Palestine. This would not seriously 
affect the numerical relationship between Jews and Arabs in 
Palestine. His preference was fer a bienational state but 
existing tensions made this impessible at present, He there= 
fere favoured partition on the basis of the majerity plan heping 
that the ecenemic unien fer which that plan previded weuld lead 
in time te cleser ceeperatien. 
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2, Fawzi Bey (Sgypt) drew attentien te the inaction ef 
the United Nations en the twe questiens of pretectien fer 
minerities and resettlement ef displaced persens. In the 
latter eperation all countries sheuld take a share, 


3. Masaryk reiterated the view already expressed by the 
Czech Delegation that the Celenial Secretary's statement had 
greatly increased the respensibility ef the United Nations, He 
expressed suppert in principle for majerity plan. 


5 1. Genzalez (Celembia) reserved his pesition en the twe 
¢O UNGCR - ef the eleven unanimeus 
% ndatiens. immediate recemmendatien te 


r 


mre ae 

“NK” 5 GCastre (El 3alvader) prepeseé reselutien calling upen 
the Jewish agency and the Arab Higher Committee te appeint 
three representatives each te meet in cenference and te repert 
te the present session ef the Assembly on the results ef their 


‘ 


6. Chairman hepes te clese the general debate en 
Friday, ne ET a — 
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Fereigh Offiee please’ pass: Tamediate te ) JeruseLen as” 
my telegram Ne. 80. 
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[This telegran is of particular sec and should be 
retained by the suthorised recipient end not passed on]. 


Cypher/OTP © GaBINET DISTRIBUTION. 
FROM BEIRUT TO FORSIGN OFEICE. 


Mpe EVONS De 8.54 Pele Sth October 1947 
Noe 720 : Re12015 ame 9th October 1947 


“8th October 19476 


Repeated to Cairo 

7 B.M.H.O. Oairo 
Bagdad | 
Ue. Delegation New York — 
Jedae , os 
Jerusalen 
Asian Seving 
Danascus Saving 

TMMDIATE. 

HCRGL 
Palestince 


Judging by what Sheik Yussuf Yassin told we on 
Ogtober 7th at a reception given at Lebanese Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs to uerk the opening scssion of 
Arab League Council, soiac of the Arab leaders are 
beginning to be alaricd at the prospect of a British 
withdrawal fron Palestine. He said that according to 
information received fron Arab Delegations at New York 
the Zionists had plans already Grawn up for flooding 
Palestine with jmmigrants and for occupying the country 
py force as soon as British evacuation Was started. 


9. When I reuindsd Sheik vussuf that arabs had always 
deuanded termination of the wandate he replicd that this 
wag so, but that the Arabs hed also dcilanded an independen* 
Arab (repeat arab) Palestine. Were His Majesty's : 
Goverment, he asked, proposing %t9 leave the Arabs %9 
their fate? For 20 years His Majesty's Goverment haa 
assistec the Jews; what assistance would. they now give 

the Arabs? Fron arab point of view the important issue 
was how the British withdrawal would be effected. Would 
there be a hend over ane 4f so to whon? Could not His 
Majesty's Goverment and arab Governuents reach soe 
agresicnt on this vital aspect of the problen? 


Be 1 tole Sheik Yussuf that while I could neither 
confirma or deny reports referred to In paragraph 1 above 

I personally thought that it wuld. be folly on the part 

of the arabs to maininise gravity of thy situation and as 
the High Commissioner for Potestine had recently told 

Dr. Khalidi anc Ben Guricn, both [ gpseundec. ? Jews and] 
Arabs should realise that this was their Last chance of 
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4. although I realise that nothing can at present 
be adced to Colonial Secretary's stateacnt (paragraph 
2 of your telegran No. 619) it would nevertheless 
appear to be to our acventage that if. practicabhe 

the arabs should in sone way be roassurca in | 
connexion with fears referred tw in paragraph 2 
above; otherwise there is a cenger that goodwill 
ercated by Colonial Secretary's statement will be 
nore than off-set. 


Forcign Office please pass 49 United Kingdon 
Delegation New York as uy telegram No. 95 and 
Cairo to British siccle fast Officse as uy telegrad 
Noe 167 . 


[Repeated to United Kingdon Delegation New 
York ] ® 
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xt 


Palestine. 


Judging by what Sheik Yussuf Yassin teld ic en 
Ogteber 7th at a receptien given at Lebanese ifinistry 
ef Fereign Affairs te mark the epening sessien of 
Arab League Ceuncil, seme ef the Arab leaders are 
beginning te be alarued at the prespect ef a British 
witharawal frem Palestine. He said that accerding te 
inferuatien received frem Arab Delegatiens at New Yerk 
the Zienists had plans already drawn up fer fleeding 
Palestine with immigrants and fer eccupying the ceuntry 
by force as seen as British evacuation was started. 


9, When I reminded Sheik Yussuf that Arabs hed always 

demanded terainatien of the mandate he replied that this a 

was se, but that the Arabs had alse demanded an independen tim 

Arab (repeat Arab) Palestine. ere His ilajesty's ae 

Gevernuent, he asked, prepesing te leave the Arabs te 

their fate? Fer 25 years His Majesty's Gevernacnt had 

assisted the Jews; what assistance weuld they new give 

the Arabs? Frem Arab peint ef view the impertant issue 

was hew the British withdrawal weuld pe effected. Would 
there be a hand ever and if se to whem? Ceuld net His 

vlajesty's Gevernaent and Arab Gevernucnts reach seme 

agreement en this vital aspect ef the preblen? 
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3. I teld Sheik Yussuf that while I ceuld neither 
cenfirm er deny reperts referrea te in paragraph 1 abeve 
I persenally theught that it weuld be felly en the part 
ef the Arabs te minimise gravity ef the situatien and as 
the High Cemmissiener fer Palestine had recently teld 

Dr. Khalidi an@ Ben Gurien, beth [ gps-undec. ? Jews and) 
Arabs sheuld realise that this was their last chance ef 


[COMING > cece 


Re 
ceming te terms. 


4.  Altheugh Z realise that nething can at present 
be added te Celenial Secretary's statement (paragraph 
2 ef yeur telegram Ne. 819) it weuld nevertheless 
appear te be te eur advantage that if practicable 
the Arabs sheuld in seme way be reassuced in 
- eennexien with fears referred te in paragraph 2 

abeve; etherwise there is a danger that geedwill 


 ereated by Celenisl Secretary's statement will be 


mere than eff-set. 


| Fereign Office please pass te United Kingdem 
Delegation New Yerk a8 ny telegrem Ne. 25 and 
CGaire te British iliddle Hast Office as my telegram 
Nee 187. . HF - 


[Repeated te United Kingdom Delegatien New 


Yerk]. | | | 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient ani not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM DAMASCUS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
Vr, Dundas D. 7;44a.m. 8th October, 1947, 


No, 456 
7th Uctober, 1947. R. 9,20a.m, Sth Oofober; toah—~.. 
Repeated to Bagdad | 

Cairo | | 

Jerusalem 

Jedda 

Cairo B.M.E.O. 

Beirut Saving 

Amman Saving 


LIGHT 


Syrian President sent for me to-day and imme ately 
began to orate about Palestine. I took the op rtunity 
of speaking as instructed in your telegram No, 514, 


2, He appeared to be convinced that no solution 
acceptable to the Arabs would be reached by the United 
Nations amd asked whether the British Army were to go 
where it would go and whether it would leave Arab or ewish 
parts first. 


3. Without giving opportunity to answer these 
estions he went on to urge that personal and; confidential 
4scussions should take place immediately between heads of 
each Arab state and accredited British representatives as 
to how British withdrawal should be carried out. He 
particulary stressed that any such discussions should be 
secret and that fire-brands such as Saleh Jaber should be 
given no oppor sane) to take part. The British Army he 
said, had been in Palestine for thirty years and if £ left 
overnight Arab countries would have to help their brothers: 
a a against Jews since Arabs were unarmed and had 
{no money. 


4, I emphasised the desirability of an agreed solution 
being reached and of Arab states in any case abiding by 
United Nations decisions, but I fear that I made no impres- 
sicn. He would discuss only what could be done to ensure 
that evacuation of British troops from Palestine would not 
lead to massacre or bloodshed "as in India", I had no 
doubt he personally at least is convinced that we are in 
earnest and feers results of British withdrawal. 
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5, I undertook to put this proposal before you. 


Jerusalem please pass to Amman as my telegram No. 80 
and Cairo to Middle East Minister as my telegram No. 65. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
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Mr. Evans | 
io, 22 De 922 am, 9th October, 197. 


8th October, 194/. R, 11.48 am, 9th October, 1947. 


Repeated to Cairo (British Middle Sast Office) 
Bagdad 
Jedda 
Jerusalem 
New York (United Kingdom Delegation) 
aaa Saving 
~— 


SECRET | i 
Your telegram No, 619; Palestine. 
T spoke to Sheik Yussuf Yassin as authorised, 


9, gheik Yussuf strongly denied any suggestion that 
responsible Arabs were treating the Colonial Secretary's 
statement ligitly. | 


3, as regards the Iraqi attitude towards Bludan 
decisions he said it looked as if Sgleh Jabbr's position 
was unchsnged, At an informal meeting between Saleh Jabbr 
Jemil Marda: and himself, it became spparent that the 
Tragis were still thinking in terms of an economic boycott 
of Great Britain and the Tnited States, It was the wish 
of Saleh Jabbr that His ilajesty's Government and United 
States Government should be officially informed that if 
g solution unfavourable to the arabs was accepted at 
United Nations, economic relations would pe cut off. An 
attempt by Jamil Marden to point out that a new situation 
had been created by the Colonial Secrekary’s Statement did 
not have much effect. Sheik Yussuf seid he hinself had 
preferred to say nothing and to bide his time, 


Foreign Office please pass to United Kingdom Delegation 


New York as my telegram No. 2% and Cairo to British iiiddle 
Rast Office as my telegram No, 169, 


_ [Repeated te United Kingdém Delegation New york by 
Foreign Office] —— 
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TOP SECRET _ 
Colonial Office, 
Church House, 

Great Smith Street, 


London, Swe Tecra ent oy 


My Reference........ LOO 12/, 158. Fo f Se ftAL 
Your Reference i ° ; C f : 6 A 


% 


aan 


When we received the UNSCOP report we naturally 
began to study the practical implications of the 
majority recommendations in case we should be called 
upon to take part in their implementation. 

We immediately came up against various snags in 
connexion with the proposal to apply the International 
Trusteeship System to the City of Jerusalem. 

We have embodied our views on this point in the 
enclosed draft despatch and we should be grateful 

to know if you or your United Nations department 

have any comments to make on it. 


You may feel that the detailed examination of 
the UNSCUP recommendations at the stage we have 
now reached is of little practical value. Whatever 
the outcome of the Assembly deliberations, however, 
I think it is reasonable to assume that some special 
treatment may be necessary for the City of Jerusalem 
and we should like to have an agreed view on the 
mechanism for dealing with the problem, 


(WeAC. Mathieson) 
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weet 


J.G.S. BEITH, ESy. 


DRAFT DESPATCH FOR FOREIGN OFFICE CONCURRENCE 


HIGH COMMISSIONER, TOP SECRET 


PALESTINE. | 3 
.I have the honour to refer to your Top 


Secret and Personal telegram No.1691 of the 
8th September 1947 in paragraph 6 of which it was 
suggested that the drafting of a trusteeship agreement 
for the City of Jerusalem as recommended in the | 
majority recommendation of the United Nations 
Special Committee on Palestine, should begin 
forthwith. | 

2. I have considered the majority recommendations [im 
regarding the City of Jerusalem in part 5 OL 
Chapter VI of the report, in particular the statement 
that "the International Trusteeship System is the 
most suitable method for meeting this special 
problem, for the reason that the Trusteeship 
Council, as a principal organ of the United Nations, 
affords a convenient and effective means of 
ensuring both the desired international supervision 


and the well-being of the population". 
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I have however the gravest doubts whether the 

International Trusteeship System, as defined in the 

United Nations Charter and as interpreted by 

HeM.G.e both in the United Nations and in the trust 

territories for which H.M.G is already the 

Administering Authority, is the proper instrument to 

implement-the recommendations peatiae to the 

City of Jerusalem. 

3. In the first place, the basic objectives of 

the International Trusteeship System, as laid down 
~4n Chapter XII of the Charter of the United Nations, 

include the progressive development Lowarda wit 


government or independence. of the peoples aa 
in 


in accordance with their freely expressed wishes. It 

cannot be maintained that the constitution proposed 

for the City of Jerusalem could provide for the attainment 

of these objectives. No mention is made in the report 

of promoting the capacity of the inhabitants for self- 

government nor of consulting their wishes, nor is the City 

to be allowed to govern itself or to join either the Arab or 

Jewish States. Indeed the intention of the plan is to place 

the City of Jerusalem permanently under international supervision, 

in order to ensure religious peace and free access to the Holy 

Places. It would in fact in my view be impossible to draft 

in the form of a Trusteeship Agreement a constitution which 

would both implement the clear sense of the recommendations 

and at the same time be consistent with the attainment of 

the basic objectives of the International Trusteeship System. 
lie Secondly, I do not consider that the functions of the 

Trusteeship Council as defined in the Charter make it a proper 

body to exercise international supervision over the proposed 

regime. The Trusteeship Council is not in permanent session 

but meets only twice a year, for approximately one month, in 

June and November. It has no executive powers but operates 


by permissive authority to receive annual reports from the 
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Administering Authorities; accept petitions concerning the 
trust territories; and make periodic visits to those 
territories. I am most anxious that these permissive powers 
should not be extended so as to give the Council executive 
supervision over any trust territory, which would be clearly 
necessary if the effective government of the City of Jerusalem 
were to be carried out in the way the Majority Report intends. 
Any grant of executive powers, however limited, in this | 
particular case might well prove a most ibaevessine precedent 
for intervention by the Council in other non-self-governing 


territories at some future date. 


56 Further difficulty thvolved in applying 
the Trusteeship System to this case would arise | 
from the fact that, in accordance with Article 79 
of the Charters: any terms of trusteeship require 
to be agreed upon by the "States directly | 
concerned". | Although no agreed definition of 
this phrase exists, the Arab States members of the 
United Nations could certainly use this provision 
to delay or postpone approval by the Assetibly of any 
Trusteeship Agreement which did not commend itself 

to those States. | 

on I have, therefore, reached the conclusion 

that a Trusteeship Agreement is not a suitable 
instrument for the solution of the problem of - 
providing. an international regime for the City of 

Jerusalem. On the assumption that some form of 
international regime is to be established, therefore, 

gome alternative method must be found of giving 
effect to this decision. Should the majority 
recommendation be approved by the General Assembly 
a special sub-committee (on which H.M.Ge would no 


doubt obtain a seat) will presumably be charged with 
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working out a detailed plan for the City. Such 

a sub-committee could hardly be expected to function 
properly without the advice and unique experience 

of the Mandatory Powele If such a body were set 
up, H.M.G.'s representative on it would have to be 
instructed to oppose any proposal of a Trusteeship 
Agreement for the reasons given above, and urge 
instead that some form of Statute should be framed 
for the City which could be endorsed by resolution 
of the General Assembly. It would seem most advisabb 
from the point of view of practical administration 


that such a Statute should be drawn up in wide terms 


allowing/ 


allowing thé maximum flexibility on all put the essentials, 
in order ‘that the actual City government might be developed 


and amended locally in the light of circumstances without 


undue argument and delay. Useful: precedents might be found 


in the International Zone of Tangier and the Free City of 
Trieste. _ The representative of H.M.G.e might have available, 
Bee submission at a suitable Stage,a draft prepared along these 
dines; though the formal wording and promulgation of the 


Statute, if accepted in principle, would of course have to 


be an international responsibility. 


fe Another point that would have to be considered is the 


iegal status of the inhabitants of the City under such a 


Statute. The majority plan would permit them to adopt the 


citizenship of either State. It would however appear desirable 


that some form of "international status", on the analogy of 
that conferred upon the holders of Nansen Passports, should 
also be conferred upon them,wrth a provision for dual 
nationality enabling ‘these who so wished to ENJoy s in addition 


to their'international status", a citizenship of either the 
Sewhen or the Arab State. 

8 I submit the foregoing suggestions for your 
consideration and would be grateful to know your views 
particularly as to the lines along which the Statute for the 


City might be drafted. 


I have, ete, 
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(from Mr. Beith) 


‘Resisry ; i | vs ar ( oo. oe | 45h. ~ 


“7” \_/ poRETGN OFFICE, seas re ary 


i. Bt ese. 6 Qctober “1947 -° 


se Pian you for. your letter of October 


| Sth on ‘the subject of the difficulties 
“Confidential, 


Restricted. | peeherent in applying the International 


-_{frusteeship Bystem to the City of, Jerusalem. | 


I have shown your letter to our United ; 


W. A.C.Mathieson E gs Nations Department, who: agree with you. 
Colonial Office. | 
|that, while the problem is at. present 


ne : =a (ool< inky a 
| % academic, it will ue well to Be=—pRepered, 
They agree with your draft and ask to be 2 


any further developments. 
Yours 


sincerely 


(7A: fou Being 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, Se! 
16th Cetober, 1947. 
94,04 /951/31 ) 


Thank you for your letter 
of Cetober &th on the subject 
of the difficulties inherent in 
applying the Internetional | 
Trusteeship syetem to the City 
of Jerusalem 


aduasafay 


I have shown your letter to 
our United Nations Department, who 
agree with you thet, while the 
problem is at present academic 
it will be well to look into it. 
They agree with your draft and 
ask to be informed of any further 
developments. 
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(JeGe3. Beith) 


WeAeCs Mathieson, Esde, 
Colonial Office. 


} 


Sigg 


6 Ne yy 
eae Li 


22 OCT 1947 


With the Compliments 
of the 
Under Secretary of State 


for the Colonies. 
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ch House, 
Smith St., 
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Colonial OPPice, 
The Church 0use, 
Great ooith treat, 
Lomdons, ie Te he 


YX Oatober, 10570 


t have the honour to refer to your Top Uceret and 

-oreonsl telegrem ‘ide 1691 of the oth Uentember, 17s 7 42 
paragraph 6 of which 1¢ was suggested that the drafting of a 
trusteeship agreement for the City of Jerusalem an recor wonced 
in the majority recommonfation of the urited Tistions Special 
Committee on TCalestine, should begin fortinti the 

2e tT have considered the majority recemundationa 
regarding the City of Jerugciem in part 3 of Chavter VI of the 
report, in particular the statement that "the internctional 
Tpusteeship System is the most suitable mothod for meeting this 
special oroblem, for the reagen that the Trusteeohip Counoil, os 
a prineipal orgen of the United Mctions, 4 Sorés a convenient 
and effective means of ensuring both the desired international 
supervision snd the well-being of the porilation™. ZF heve 
however the gravest doubts whether the International Trusteeship 
“ystems, as defined in the United Nations Chartor eng GB 
internretea by Hise vejesty's Government both in the United 
tations and in the trust territories for which His Majesty's 
Severmment is alresdy the Administering <cthority, in the proper 
instrunent to implement the recormendatione relating to the 
city of feruselete 

Ze in the first place, the basic chjectives of the 
International Trusteeship “ystem, as lsid down in Chapter sTT 
of the Cherter of the Uni Ratdones include the vrogressive 
development towards self-government or independence of the 
neoples concerned in accordance with their free: expressed = 
wishese It cannot be maintained that the constitution prorosed 
for the City of Jerusalem could provide for the attainrent of 
these cbjectivese No mention is made in the report of promoting 
the carecity of the inhabditente for selfegovermient nor of 
consulting their wishes, nor is the City to be allowed to govern 
itself or to join either the Arab or Jewish ‘tatede indeed the 
antention of the plan ie to place the City of Jerusaien 
nermanentiy under international supervision, in order to enocure 
religious pesee and free access to the Holy “locate It vould 
in fact in my view be irpoesible to draft in the form of a 
“rustecohip Agreement a constitution which would both irmiement 
the cloar sense of the recomenications and at the same time be 
consistent with the atteirment of the basic cbjectivag of the 
Tnternational Trusteeship oyetem | | 


be 3 7p < Ao not consider thet the functions of 
the Trusteeship Counetd ns defined in the Charter make ita | 
mroper Dedy to exercise international supervision over the 
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proposed regime. The Trusteeship Counel] ia not in permanent 
session but meets only twice o year, for aporoxzimetely one 
month, in June and UJovenbers 7% has no exzooutive powers out 
operates by permissive authority to receive anmuel renorte 
nistering -uthorities; accept petitic: 
wii maite periodic vioits to 

moot : : normicsive 
powers should not be extended 60 45 | he Couned! 
executive supervision over any trust terr: whieh woul 
be clearly necessary if the effective gover : city of 
Jerusalem were to be carried out in the way the uajority 
nepert intends. Any grant of exqocutive powers however linited, 
in this particular case might well prove ao most om 
nvecedent for intervention by the Couneil in ot 
non-self-gaverning territories at some future dates 


further difficulty involved in applying the 
ystem to this case vould arise from the fact that, 
le 79 any terms of 

i’? ) > + AFase CLLSTG , 
| : 3 | inited jations eertainly 
use thia provision to deley or postpone ap:roval by the 
sgserbly of any Trusteeship Agreement which did not 
A4tself to those statese 


6. I have, therefore, reached the conelugion that & 
Trusteeship (greement is not a suiteble instrument for the 
solution of the problem of providing an international regime fcr 
the City of Jerusalem On the assumption that some form > i 
internetional regime io to be established, therefore, come 
alternative method must be found of giving effect to this 
@ecisione “hould the majority recommendation be ar srovyed by the 
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General assembly a special -comittee (on whieh iis Hajesty's 
Government would no doubt obtain a seat) will pregunably 
ehargea with working out ea detailed plan for the Citye sueh 
a sub-committee could hardly be expected to function properly 
yithout the advice anid unique experience of the Handatory sow 
f such a body were set up, His wajes' *s Goverment's 
representative on it would have to be instructed to oppase any 
nFoposal of a_Trusteeship Agreerx< for the reasons given 
above, and urge inatesd that some form of atatute should be 
framed for the City which could be endorsed by resolution of 
the Ceneral-Ascembly. It would seem moot advisable fran the point 

practical administration thet sueh a statute show 

the maximum floxibiiity all 
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circumstances 

might be found in : and the ire 
City of Trieste. sents’ *s Goverment 
might have availeble, for oubmission at a suite 

draft prepared along these lines; though the formal wording and 
promulgation of the Statute, if accep in pringiclie, would of 
course have to be an international responsibility. 


Te Another point thet vould have to be conoldercda 16 
the legal status of the inhabitants of the City wulor such a 
statutes The majority plan would permit them to adopt the 
citizenship of cither State. It would however appesr desirable 
that some form of "international status", on the snalogy of that 
conferred upon the helders of Nansen feasporte, should also be 
eonferred upon them, with a provision for dual nationality 
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EN CLAIR, ~ WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION, 


FROM NEW YORK TO FORSIGN OFFICE. 
(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations), 


No, 2844, D, 12.5 a.m, 10th October 1947, 
9th October 1947, R, 6,50 a.m, lLOth 
Repeated to: Jerusalem | 


and Saving to . i _ gas 
Washington, . G ae) 3 


October 1947... 


er 


' 
DTiieDIATR, 


GIANT. 


] ? me 
My telegram No, 2850, 
Palestine Committee, 


Adil Arslan (Syria) opened the discussion at 
Ninth Meeting on 9th October, He believed that the 
latest decision of His Majesty's Government was in 
conformity with the conscience of the British people. 
He rejected partition because a Jewish state would be 
dangerous both in itself and through the alliances it 
might make, Referring to the Uruguayan and Polish 
speeches he said that if question at issue related 
only to 30,000 orphans the Arabs would not only accept 
them but take them into their homes, These children 
however were an element in a political campaign. Why 
did Jews wish to leave Europe? Were there countries 
in Burope still under dictatorship? who was preventing 
Jews from returning to their countries of origin? 
Who was still persecuting them? Most of the Jewish 
displaced persons had fled from Poland, 


2, Sandler (Sweden) asked Committee to consider 
situation which would arise in Palestine if Assembly 
failed to find a solution. In his view a solution 
could be found on basis of Unscop majority plan. But 
Committee mist consider means of implementing a 
solution, at same time as the form of selutien itself. 
There must be an address te which the Assembly ceuld 
forward its recommendations. Mest suitable address 
fer this purpese would be the Security Ceuncil. If 
enfercement Was te be entrusted te Security Ceuncil it 
Was important that selutien recemmended sheuld cenmmand 
approves ef members of the Ceuncil, in particular ef 
its permanent members, 
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5. Replying te an allusien in Syrian speech, 
Castre (El Salvader) said that his Gevernment weuld 
ce-eperate in international measures fer resettlement 
ef refugees, 


4, After an heur and a quarter it was feund that 
no ether delegate wished te speak teday. Zafurulla Khan 


then 


f poe er by proposing the 
thee gaeeoie Raggy val aebat . oe mitte ee 


finally decided that ist oo speakers should be 


closed on Safurdaye 


Foreign Office please pass Immediate to 


J erusalen as my telegram No.8 


opies sent to Colonial Office for 
sigihidatar nd Jerusalem, | 
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lir, Evans, 
No, 718 
8th October, 1947. 


Repeated to Cairo, 
| British Middle : 

Bagdad, 
Damascus, 
Amman, 
Jedda, 
Jerusalen, 
United is 


Arab League. 

‘he seventh ordinary session of the «0: 
Council opened in Beirut on October 7th. Inaucure 
meeting was held in public and, after reading or a 
message from the President of the kenublic, speeches 
were delivered by Yussef Yassin (Chairman of last 
session), Riad Bey Solh (who will presice dur ing 
the present session) and azzam Pasha, 


aduasasay 


9, Following is gist ef speeches, ‘he Council 
will be called upen te discuss two important 
questions, Palestine and ugypt. «All speeches 
emphasised extreme criticism ef the se which had 
peen reached in the Palestine question. Yussef 
expressed the hone that the sagyptian case would soo 
ve settled and that the desire of ligypt and her 
valley would be fulfilled, Riad Bey Selb said st 
were determined net te surrender their rights 
ner te accept partition er invasion ef their territery 
and recalled that the Pelitical Cemmittee had declared 
that #rab ceuntries weuld assist the Palestine 
with men, meney and arms. / 

, he sala, 

er ebjective 
indenendence and the unity ef her valley; th 
gentiments ef sister .rab States W uld be of creat 
assistance te her. Azzam Pasha stated the .rab League 
was faced with twe fundamental ferces ¥ 3 

wurepean celenization ane 

vienism, The fermer lerp. : > in time 
have disappeared but Zienism relying m2 
religieus and cemmunal gentiments had @ir 
hepes tewards Palestine. The Arabs had + 
themselves te preserve the .rabic character ® 
fer ever and weuld sacrifice their wealth and lives in 
that ceurse. Arabs heaped the Jews er the werl 
realise the state ef hysteria in which their leaders 
and erganisatiens lived weuld lead te a Vielent strugyye 


petween them and the Arabs. 
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5. There was ne mention ef the Celenial Secretary's 
statement in the speeches, speaking te jeurnalists befere 
the meeting Azzem Pasha hewever Stated that British 


nandate ever Palestine had beceme a serpse which sheuld be 
threwn out. 


4, Council will meet in seeret sessien this evening. 


Caire please pass te BML E.0. as my telegram Ne.166 ana 


Fereign Office te United Kingdon Delegation New Yerk as my 
telegram Ne, 22.- 


 [Reneated te United Kingdem Delegation New Yerk by Fereign 
Office, ] 
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. 4 a ee An 
Dear lir. Bevin, uth October 1947. 


As an ex-High Commissioner of Palestine, I venture 
to congratulate you upon the admirable statement of the 
policy of His iajesty's Government in regard to Palestine, 
which was made to the United Nations Committee by Mir. Creech 
Jones on the 26th of September. No previous Government has 
made such a clear and explicit announcement of its policy and 
intentions. 


1 trust that His Majesty's Government will be able 
successfully to resist the pressure that will certainly be 
prought to bear upon them from all quarters to induce them 
to continue to undertake the thankless task of keeping order 
in Palestine. 


Although His Majesty's Government have stated that 
"if the Assembly should recommend a policy which is not 
"acceptable to the Jews and the Arabs, the United Kingdom 
thovernment would not feel able to implement it. Then it 
twould be necessary to provide some alternative authority to 
"implement it," I was concerned to read in the leading article 
in the "Times" of the 27th of September the following passage, 
"ihether Britain will join with other powers in enforcing a 
"settlement of this nature (i.e. one which is not acceptable 
to both Arabs and Jews) must depend first upon the British 
"view of its inherent justice, and secondly upon the British 
testimate of the extent to which force would require to be 
"employed....-If support can be secured from men of good will 
tana moderation on eithes side, the resistance of more fanatical 
tbnd intransigent elements, however bitter and even dangerous, 
night not sway this country's decision." 


Having regard to the present state of Palestine, who 
can measure in advance the extent to which force would have to 
be employed to impose upon the Arabs and the Jews a decision 
that is repugnant to both parties? | 


I earnestly. trust that Itlis Majesty's Government will 
not be enticed into taking a4 share in enforcing such a decision 
by the illusory hope that there are in Palestine men of good 


4 gol Wary . Ch gabe 2,28 iv 
63, Royal Hospital R 
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will and moderation on either side who could overcome the 
resistance of the more fanatical and intransigent elements. 


The experience of recent years in Palestine shows 
that men of good will anda moderation are powerless against 
the terrorists and extremists. 


Yours sincerely, 


TR Rancelloy 
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tl 
British Legation, . »- 


g.a4 


“Beirut. | ae 
80/28/h7.- 390th ‘September, 1947. 


Dear Department, ae 


With reference to our telegram No. 692 of 
‘September 29th regarding the publication of a letter 
addressed to U.N.S.C.0.P. last July by Monseigneur 
Moubarak, we enclose a newspaper extract giving the 
text of Monseigneur Moubarak's letter and 4 further 
extract giving an account of a meeting of the Chamber 
of Deputies on September 29th which was entirely devoted 
to a discussion of Monseigneur Moubarak's letter. 


2. It will be seen fram the second extract . 
referred to above that the Maronite deputies completely 
dissociated themselves with Monseigneur Moubarek's 
statements and also that the Maronite Patriarch, 
Monseigneur Arida, sent a separate letter to the Prime 
Minister stating that Monseigneur Moubsrak's views, with 
which he disagreed, were personal and could in no way 
be held to represent those of the Maronite community. 


3. Though in their heart of hearts many Lebanese 
Christians, particularly the reactionary elements who are 
opposed to the present régime, share the sentiments 


expressed by Monseigneur Mouberek, at least as far as 
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the Christian National Home in the Lebenon is concerned, the 
great majority realise the Ganger of openly antagonising the | 
Moslems and condemn the 4rchbishop's action. There is little 
doubt that the Government seized on the opportunity to discredit 
Monseigneur Moubarek. They too were playing a very dangerous 
geme and were at pains to prevent the demonstrations which 


marked yesterday's general strike developing on Moslem vw. .Christian 
lines, They have fortunately been successful. 


We are sending copies of this letter and enclosures 
to the Legation at Damascus and to British Middle Bast Office. 
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Extract from "Le Soir" of 29th September, 1947. 


Texte intésral de la lettre de Mer. Moubarak & M. Sandstran, 
Président de 1'UNSCOP. 


Monsieur le Président, 


‘ 


Je regrette que mon absence en Europe ait coincidé avec le 
passage de la Commission d'Enquete sur la Palestine au Liban, j'aurais 
eu ainsi l'opportunité de faire entendre ma voix et de donner mon avis - 
gui est d'ailleurs celui de la majorité des Libanais -, sur la question 
qui vous intéresse. 


Ce n'est pas la premiére fois que j'exprime mon opinion sur 
cette affaire. Beaucoup d‘encre & été déj& versée et aprés chacune de 
mes réclamations, la presse mondiale s'en est saisie et commenté mes 
aéclarations. | 


Dans ce Moyen-Orient 4 majorité musulmane, si on reconnait au 
gouvernement libanais actuel un caractére officiel pour s'exprimer au 
nom de la Nation Libanaise, nous serions disposés 4 répondre et a 
prouver que les Maitres de l'Heure ne representent qu'eux-memes et que 
leurs déclarations, prétendument officielles, ne sont dictées que par 
les nécessités du moment et par la solidarité imposée qui lie ce pays, a 
majorité chrétienne, aux autres pays islamiques qui l'entourent et: 
l'englobent, malgré lui, dans leur orbite politico-économique. 


Le Liban, de par sa situation géographique, Son histoire, sa 
culture, ses traditions, le earactere de ses habitants, et leur attache- 
ment & leur foi et & leur idéal, s'est toujours dérobé, et meme sous le 
joug ottoman, & 1'emprise des autres peuples qui l'entourent et a réussi a 
maintenir ses traditions intangibles. 


La Palestine, par contre, centre idéologique de toute la 
propagende de l'Ancien et du Nouveau Testament, a été l'objet de toutes 
les vexations et de toutes les pérsécutions. De tout temps, tout ce 
qui peut rappeler un souvenir tant soit peu historique 4 été saccagé, 
pillé et mutilé. Des temples et des églises ont été trensformes en 
mosquées et le role de cette partie orientale de la Méditerranée a été 
réduit au néant. 
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Il est indéniable, historiquement, que la Palestine a été le 
patrie des Juifs et des premiers Chrétiens. Aucun d'eux n'était d'origine 


arabe. La force brutale de la conquete de la Palestine les a contraints 4 
se convertir & la religion musulmane. 


Voil& l'origine des Arabes dans ce pays. Peut-on aéduire de 1a 
que la Palestine est arabe et qu'elle fut toujours arabe? 


Les vestiges historiques, les monuments, les souvenirs sacrés 
des deux religions demeurent 14 vivants pour attester que ce pays & vécu 
en dehors des guerres intestines arabes que se livraient les princes et 
monerques d'iraq et d'Arabie. Les Lieux Saints, les Temples, le Mur des 
Lamentations, les Eglises et les Tombes des Prophétes et des Saints, en un 
mot, tous les souvenirs des deux religions sont des symboles vivants qui 
renient, & eux seuls, les assertions présentes de ceux qui sont intéresses 
& faire de la Palestine, un pays arabe. Englober le Palestine et le 
Liban dans le cadre des pays arabes, c'est renier 1'Histoire et détruire 


1'équilibre social dans le Proche-Orient. 
/Ces ... 


Ces deux pays, ces deux foyers ppouvent jusqu'aujourd hui 
l'utilité et la nécessité de leur existence comme entité séparée et 
indépendante. : 4 ‘ 


Le Liban d'abord a toujours été et demeure le refuge de tous 
les persécutés chrétiens du Moyen-Oriet.  Ctest 1& que les Arméniens, 
persécutés en Turquie, ont trouvé refuge. C'est 1&4 que les Chaldéens 
d'Iraq, pourchassés de leur pays, ont trouvé asile. C'est 14 que se 
réfugigrent les Polonais, traqués de l'Europe en feu. 


C'est 14 que les Frangais, refoulés de Swie, s'y sont trouvés 
en sécurité. 


C'est 14 que les familles anglaises de Palestine, fuyant le 
terrorisme, ont regu le gite et l‘abri. | | 


Le Liban comme la Palestine devront demeurer les foyers 
permanents des minoritaires. 


Quel a été le role des Juifs en Palestine? 


Etudiée sous cet angle, la Palestine de 1918, nous apparait 
comme un pays aride, pauvre, dénué de toute ressource et le moins évolué de 
tous les vilayets turcs voisins. 


La Colonie musulmane qui y habite frise la misére. iL'inmigration 
juive commence, des colonies se forment et s'établissent. En moins de 
vingt ans, le pays est fransformé; c'est la prospérité dans les cultures, 
l‘installation des grandes industries; c'est la richesse qui s'installe 
dans ce pays. La présence 4 coté du Liban, d‘un peuple si évolué et 
travailleur ne peut que contribuer au bien-etre de tous, 


Le Juif est réalisateur, le Libanais est trés enclin & l'adapta«: 
tion, c'est pourquoi ce voisinage ne pourra que servir & l'emélioration. de 
toutes les conditions d'existence des habitants. 7 


Au point de vue culturel, ces deux peuples peuvent se vanter de 
posséder, A eux seuls, autant d'intellectuels que tous les pays réunis du 
Proche Orient. I1 n'est pas juste que la loi soit imposée par une 
majorité ignorante qui veut imposer sa volonté. 


Il ne serait pas juste qu'un million d'humains, évolués et 
instruits, soient le jouet de quelques personnes intéressées se trouvant 
3 la tete ou menant quelques millions d'individus arriérés ou peu 
progressifs et faisant la loi came ils le désirent. Il existe un ordre 
dans le monde. C'est toujours cet ordre qui l'équilibre. Si les Nations 
Unies ont & coeur de le maintenir, elles devront mettre tout en oeuvre pour 
le consolider. 


Des raisons majeures, sociales, humaines et religieuses exigent 
qu'il soit créé dans ces deux peys, deux foyers, pour les minorités: Un 
Foyer chrétien au Liban, comme il l‘a toujours été; un Foyer juif en 
Palestine. 


Ces deux centres qui se relient géggraphiquement 1'un 4 l'autre, 
s'appuyant et s'entr'aidant économiquement, formeront le pont indispensable 
atre l1'Occident et 1'Orient tant au point de vue culturel, qu'au point de 
vue civilsateur. 


Le voisinage de ces deux peuples contribuera 4 maintenir la 
paix dans ce Proche Orient si divisé par les rivalités et réduira les 


/persécuitions eco 
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perséeu.tions des minorités qui trouveront toujours un asile dans l'un 
de ces deux pays. 


Voil& l'opinion deg, Libanais que je représente, voula 
l'opinion de ce peuple que votre Commission ad'Enquete n'a pu entendre. 


Derriére les volets clos de 1'Hotel de Sofar, vous n'avez pu 
écouter que les paroles dictées & nos représentants, soi-disant légaux, 
per leurs maitres et seigneurs des pays arabes musulmans voisins. ia 
véritable voix libanaise a été étouffée par.la horde des faussaires des 
élections du 25 Mai. : 


Le Liban réclame la Liberté pour les Juifs de Palestine, comme 
il souhaite sa propre liberté et son indépendence. | 
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ct from Le Jour o Ot} Septemb . 
CHAMBRE DES DEPUTES | 
LES DEPUFES MARONITES CONDAMNENT L'AaTTITUDE DE Mgr. MOBARAK 


Motion de confiance en faveur du Gouvernement 


_ Le mémoire adressé par S.E. Mgr. ignace Mobarak, archevéque maronite 
- de Beyrouth & 1'U.N.S.C.0.P. lors de son séjour au Liban a été évoqué 
hier 4 la Chambre. L'Assemblée lui a consacré la totalité des débats. 


Prenant la parole au nom des députés maronites, le Dr. Raif 
Bellama announce que ces derniers avaient tenu une réunion dans la 
journée et approuvé A la unanimité un texte dans lequel ils condamnent 
_Ltattitude de l'Archev@que maronite de Beyrouth. Le Dr. Raif Bellama 

critique sévérement la volteface de Mgr. Mobarak qui avait fortement: 
contribué & la consolidation du réghme d'indépendance et obtenu pour 


son activité "la Medaille de 1l'Indépendance". I1 réaffirme l'indéfectible — 


attachement des Libanais de tous rites & L'intégrité du Liban dans ses 
frontiéres et dans le cadre des stipulations de la Charte de la Ligue 
arabe. "Au méme titre que leurs autres compatriotes, a-t-il ajouté, les 
Maronites ont & coeur lm cause palestinienne. le delégués libanais qui 
défendent actuellement cette cause A travers le monde, notamnent 

MM Camille Chamoun. Hamid Frangié Victor Khoury, Cheikh Sami El-Khoury, 
et bien d'autres, appartiennent en effet 3 la communauté maronite". : 


Succédant & la tribune au Dr. Bellama, M. Wadih Naim donne lecture 
spear te des députés maronites. Celle-ci comporte les trois points. 
suivants: , 


(1) La communauté maronite désavoue entitrement le mémoire de Mer. 
Mobarak ainsi que ses précédents manifestes. : 


(2) Mgr. Mobarak n'a aucune qualité pour engager la responsabilité 
de sa communaute. 


(3) Le Président de la République, la Chambre et le Gouvernement ont 
interprété fidslement le sentiment du pays en définissant sa position 
dans la question palestinienne. | 


La lettre ajoute que le Liban appartient & toutes les communautés 
qui-sont plus que jamais solidement unies et fermement attachées a 
la souveaineté L'intégrité et 1' indépendance de leur patrie. 


~—— Deux députes n'ont pas signé la lettre en question: M. Amine 
Makhié, que ses colléques n'avaient pas pu atteindre et M. Joseph 
Karam qui est contre le principe de la politique des manifestes mais 
qui, en la présente circonstance, se rallie sans réserves & la démarche 
de ses collégues maronites. 


Dtautres députés maronites, M. Ibrahim Azar, Georges Zouein, : 
Cheikh Farid El-Khazen, Khalil Abi-Jaoudé et Joseph Karam, interviennent 
successivement au cours des débats pour s'élever avec énergie contre 
la malheureuse initiative de Mgr. Mobarak. Ils mettent en relief la 
vyolonté des Libanais, appartenant & toutes les communautés de vivre 
dans 1'union et la concorde. 


M. Ibrahim Azar souligne l'appui que la cause arabe trouve auprés 
du Saint-Siege et le désaveu infligé derniérement par S.B. Mgr. Arida 
4 S.E. Mgr. Ignace Mobarak pour son opposition a l'égard du 
Gouvernement. 


Dautres députés non maronites, notamment M. Kamal Djomblatt 


/ M. Nassar 
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M. Nassar Golmieh et M. Safieddine, prennent également la parole. 


M. Kémal Djomblatt fait observer que le Gouvernement doit 
se montrer sans pitié envers la minorité réactionnaire qui s'est 
consiituée au Liban au lendemain de novembre 1943. 


Intervenant en dernier lieu, M. Riad Solh annonce que 

Mgr. Ignace Mobarak a certifié l'authenticité du mémoire qui lui 

et attribué. ‘Le but de Mgr. Mobarak poursait M. Solh est de semer 
la discorde parmi les Libanais. Les Libanais, ainsi que me L'ont 
dit les. nombreuses personnes qui m'ont rendu visite dans la journée, 
sont assex lucides pour ne pas faire le jeu de Mgr. Mobarak. A ces 
personnes qui s'estimaient blessées dans leur fierté et leur 
amour-propre national, j'ai dit, que les Maronites sauront répondre 
3 lL'Archev® que de Beyrouth. La lettre des députés maronites est 
venue effacer la facheuse impression produite sur les membres des 
autres communautés. Quant a la gréve, sa spontanéité et sa 
généralité, indiquent, une fois de plus l'unanimité du pays a l'égard, 
d'une part, de l'entité libanaise, et d'autre part envers la cause 
arabe de Palestine. : 


Abordant la question palestinienne M. Riad Solh announce 
que le Gouvernement et prét A consentir tous les sacrifices en 
hommes, armes et argent pour le triomphe de la juste cause des 
Arabes de Palestine. | 


La séance et levée aprés que L'Assemblée adopte & L'unanimité 
une motion de MM. Ibrahim Azar et Ahmed Safieddine flétrissant le 
mémoire de Mgr. Mobarak, et approuvant le Gouvernement en lui faisant 
entitre confiance. 


Le Desaveu 


M. Riad el Solh président du Conseil, a regu au cours de 
ltaprés-midi d'hier une lettre de S.B. Mgr. Arida, patriarche 
maronite, dans laquelle Sa Béatitude condamne le mémoire de 
Mgr. Mobarak. Le Patriarche déclare A ce sujet que si Mgr. Mobarak 
a rédigé ce mémoire , il ne l'a fait qu'a titre personnel et non 
au nom du Patriarche, ou de.la communauté maronite. 
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| 
BRITISH EMBASSY, 


WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


Ath Sctober 1947~ 
; 


a Cy 
Dear Department, be 1 


U.S. comment on the Colonial Seeretary's 
statement on Palestine at Lake Success, which was 
headline news in all papers, may be summarised by 
saying that the decision of H.M.G. is cenerally 
welcomed, but that there is some criticism of their 
intention to withdraw from Palestine whatever 
happens, unless Jews.and Arabs can agree on some 
solution. Agreement between the two communities is 
widely considered to be almost impossible at the 
present time and criticism of H.M.G. on that point 
is no doubt partly due to the unpleasant prospect 
thet the U.S. Government may at last have to do 
something practical. As one wireless commentator 
out it, "handing the baby to the United Nations means 
handing it to the United States". 


Ze Early wireless comment, while taking note 

of the U.S. Zionists! attitude as typified in Rabbi 
Silver's phrase "Where's the catch?", was almost 
unanimous in expressing the view that H.M.G.'s state- 
ment of policy was sincere. Subsequent comment in 

the press has, with the exception of some of the 
strongly pro-Zionist newspapers, taken the same line. 
The New York Herald Tribune had an excellent editorial 
on the subject, a copy of which is enclosed. 
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4% Thoughts are now fast turning to what will 
happen in the next year or two if Jews and Arabs do 
not agree. Here criticism of H.il.G. is typified by 


Eastern Department, /the 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 


the enclosed editorial from the Philadelphia Inquirer 
entitled "No Time to Quit’. There is a greater 
disposition to admit, although with some reluctance, 
that the 1.9. Government ought now to bear a share 


if Jews and arabs agree with them, 

tne Mandate, the British Government are really giving 
the ultimate responsibility for the fate of Palestine 
into the hands of the Jews and the Arabs. If the 

two communities are wise they will see that tneir 


best chance for a profitable future is to accept, 
even though with some disappointment, whatever 
compromise can be worked out by the United Nations. 


enforeing the majority proposals of the U.N. Special 
Committee. It suggests that one of the powers which 
signed the majority report should carry on tne govern- 
ment of Palestine, backeduby a police force recruited 
from among the other signatory powers. Pei., on 

the other hand, describes Mr. Creech-Jones' statement 
as a rejection of any Solution which would require 

the unilateral use of Fritish arms against a single 
Arab, though H.li. Government are still quite prepared 
to use force against Jewish immigrants. 


WOONOT ‘391430 QYOITH J1TGNd 3HL -4O LHDIYAdOD 


eel 


De Zionist comment, as already indicated, 
is cautious and in many cases suspicious. Zionist 
spokesmen have not said very much; all efforts are 
now directed towards securing the support of the 
U.S. Government for the majority recommendations of 
the Special Committee. Considerable alarm is being 
aroused in Zionist circles by reports that the U.5. 
Government is now becoming very much aware of the 
dangers which may be caused to its interests in the 
Middle Bast by a poro-Zionist policy. These fears 
were touched off by a broadcast by Drew Pearson on 
the 28th September which said that President Truman 
was considering a very important change of policy on 
Palestine, and by reports that Mr. Marshall, as a 
result of a luncheon which he gave to certain Arab 
leaders, at which they spoke of the cancellation of 
U.S. oil concessions, might now oppose partition. 
It is very difficult to discover wnat trutn there is 
in all this, as the State Department are at present 
refusing to tell us, or anyone else, what line will 
be taken by the U.S. delegation in New York, We have 
had one or two indications that they are seriously 
worried, but this is of course nothing new, since 
the State Department were always aware of the wider 
implications of the Palestine problem, even wnen, 
Largely for domestic reasons, they were being 
unhelpful. It is difficult to believe that the 
U.S. Government will oppose partition, but it seems 
unlikely that any statement will be made until the 
U.S. delegate at Lake Success has to make his 
eovernment's position clear. 
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O% We are sending copies of this letter to 
Jerusalem and to the U.K. Delegation at New York. 


Yours ever, 


ChaNCBERY 


xe 


‘New York Herald Tribune, 27th September 1947 


Britain Withdraws’ 


“With the statement yesterday of the British Colonial Secretary, 
Mr. arthur Creech-Jones, the problem of Palestine takes on an altogether 
new shape. The unhappy history which was opened with the disingenuous Bal- 


four Declaration of 1917 has, just thirty years later, reached its end. ‘The 
_ problem may be no less acute than it was pefore; it must be faced now on quite 
different grounds; the appeals must be to other factors than those which have 


formed the stuff of the embittered controversies of the last three decades. 


For the essence of the statement is that Great Britain is through. 
She is no longer prepared to carry the burden of political responsibility, 
of costly civil and militery administration and of calumny in which the . 
Palestine mandate has involved her. She believes the mandate should be ter- 


minated "now"; shé will undertake to administer any agreed transition plan, 
but @he will not undertake to implement any plan which is not accepted by both 
Jews and Arabs. She will not herself impose any policy upon Palestine “by 
force of arms” and even if offered assistance by the United Nations will still 
reserve the right to judge for herself the justice of the settlement proposed. 
And in the absence of a settlement she “must plen for an early withdrawal of 


British forces and of the British administration from Palestine." 


The statement seems cleangcut and unequivocal. It should relieve 
Great Britain of any further allegations that hers is a policy of selfish 
imperialism, motivated by greed for oil, or military bases, or power. But 
it relieves her also of the pressure of passionate factions. Neither Zionists 
nor Arabs can any longer look to the achievement of their ends by browbeating 
Great Britain into securing them, American poticians can no longer stop short 
with lofty declarations of the policies Britain ought to pursue while at the 
same time tacitly expecting Britain to sustain all the political, economic 
and strategic interests which are of importance to America in that area. The 
United Nations will have to deal with the problem on its own merits end Amer- 
ican policy within U.N. will have to stand on its own responsibility, 
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The British withdrawal from the Palestine problem is going to cause 
serious difficulties, just as has the withdrawal of the British Raj from 
India; and, much as has happened in India, many of the bitterest critics of 
the mandate are going to realize with its collapse that the mandate had its 
values. Whatever difficulties or periis may now ensue, however, this néws- 
paper believes that the British decision is as wise as it is honorable. The 
mandate has clearly proved unworkable. The way in which it distributed the 
various powers and responsibilities concerned was an impossible one. There 
could be no end to the bloody chaos of Palestine while that condition continued. 
Grave as are the issues with which the British withdrawal confronts all 
concerned, it provides the best hope for all concerned of achieving & viable 


solution. 


Philadelphia Inguirer 
e?’th September 1947 


BDITORIALS. 
NO TIME TO QUIT: PARTITION PALESTINE. 


In the light of long-standing serious conditions 
in Palestine, Great Britain's proposal to pull out — 
entirely was not unexpected. Nevertheless it 
threatens even more dengerous developments. 

‘ ae | 

These must somehow be averted. The British | 
announcement suddenly poses:a problem of the first 
magnitude for the United Nations-not because Britain 
is saying she is going to get out, but in the manner 
of going. | | — | 


No one of good will but must hope and pray that 
the United Nations will rise to thehigh responsibility 
imposed upon it by the Palestine problem and find a 
solution for it. The responsibility existed before 
British Colonial Secretary Arthur Creech Jones 
yesterday told the Assembly. his country has decided 
to end its <5 year old mandate over Palestine: that 
"in the absence of e settlement", the British Govern- 
ment "must plan for an early withdrawal of British 
forces and of tne British administration." 


That responsibility is now made more pointed 
and pressing by the British announcement, including 
the somewhat ambiguous observations Mr. Creech Jones 
tied to it. | 
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For instance, he @gaid that he couldn't 
"easily imagine circumstances in which we should 
wish to prevent tne application of a settlement recommend- 
ed by the Assembly." This surely requires some 
clarification. Is Britain for partition, as recommended 
by the United Nations committee of investigation and 
suggested by boards of enquiry frequently in the 
last 10 years, or is Britain against it? 


The United Nations Assembly should proceed with- 
out delay to perfect a partitioning plan. The full 
force of world opinion, Sritish included,should be 

, applied to the Arab leaders and people to bring them 
to agreement on this pacific settlement. Premature 


& 


of 


premature withdrawal by the present administrative 
agencies might precipitate such bloddy strife as 
hes sweot India since the end of British rule. 


But the conditions in the two cases are not 
similar. Britain held no mandate in India. Her 
actions there were not under a deed of trust, as in 
Palestine. In the Holy Land she was charged to 
administer the government by the League of Nations 
under s pledge to make Palestine a Jewish homeland. 


That pledge has never been fulfilled as 
originally intended. Jewish rights and immigration 
were restricted. The latter barrier has been 
responsible for the succession of tragic incidents 
afflicting thousands of Jews who have fled from 
Europe in attempting to reach that promised Homeland. 


After this record it is more than disturbing 
to find the British Government serving what appears 
to be an ultimatum on the Nnited Nations. British 
responsibility in Palestine has been built during a 
uquarter of a century. This suggested withdrawal 
by Bagtain at a critical time may produce grave 
consequences. 


Britain took on the job of administering the 

Palestine mandate 25 years ago. She wanted 1t. _ 

Her duty is as great as-even; greatertthan-that of 

any other nation to find a just solution of the 

problems she herself helped to create. British 

know?édge of the conditions in Palestine is extensive 

and could be of immense value in an earnest attempt 

by the United Nations to work out a fair adjustment 

there. In fact,British administration in Palestine - 
under a United Nations settlement, is needed. | — ae 
Certainly such administration would be vastly 7 | 
preferable to that of Russia or any of Russia's satellites. 
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Yesterday's flareup of violence in Tel Aviv 
only shows what fires are waiting to break into 
a deadly conflagration. The issues in Palestine 
call imperatively for settlement on an equitable 
partition basis. ‘It should be made, as. soon as 
possible by the United Nations, but with wholehearted 
British aid. 


The problem of Palestine must be met, not 
abandoned. This is also a challenge to American 
leadership, which has been too cautious about the 
partition issue. Settlement involves duties, however 
difficult or disagreeable, which neither Britain nor. 
America, nor any other nation in the United.Nations, 
should shirk. | ane se 
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6th Octaber, 1947 


BANKRUCTS py De Zaslavski | 
Es Sankrustey is an extreiely common and wide spread 
phenomenom in the cajitalist world.. {ecording té the vencral rule, the 
capitalist boss, manufacturer or banker, lon:; ec :nceslS his puor state of 
financial affairs. The moment inevitably c«rrives, however, when it cannot 
be Goncealec. If the capitalist does not dispense a bullct into his head, 
he announces his insslvency. The Court decides the question of whether 
to consider his bankruptcy ususl or fraudulent. 4. fraudulent bankruptcy 
involves a. priscn sentence. in unfreudulent one involves the loss cf trust, 
credit :n the Stock Exchange and in the banks. _ | 5. Ue 
This is the woy the matter tskes place in the privcete-. 
ownership economic world. Sometines. the bankruptcy may be a misfortune - 
it elways involves shame and loss of one's"good name". | 
| Moliticel bankpruptey in the capitalist world has quite a 
Cifferent appearance. — |= 
| The British Governnent has annvuunced its political 
incapscity in the Palestine question for all to hear. 430 years of dorination 
in ~alestine has led to complete collapse and final bankruptcy. Britain 
cannot and does not wish to pay the promissory notes jiven by the British 
Government to the Leaue of Nations in 1920. It hes been «= -mpelled to 
renounce the mandate and is proposing that the United Noti.as should 
disentangle the mess of political intrigue and human blood, . 
which is the result of the meny yeers uf Dritish administration in Delestine. 
. The United ations Or;anisation is essentially called upon 
to become a sort of court in the case of ins.lvsnt debtors. 
Tolitical and ecunemie bankruptcy is in evidence. ‘Tut in this case are we 
dealing with a"conscientious"or a fraudulent political bankruptcy? ‘Were one 
to judge frem the externol appearsnce of the bankrupt, his face not only 
dues not mirror signs of shame and disgrace, but on the contrary a certain 
sense of offence is revistered: we, you sue, were so concerned about the . 
peoples of Palestine, an’? they have brourht. us, poor things, to .olitical 
bankruptey!  gnd will not. certain sympathetic states pity the manoeuvre 
of the Fonvizin vitrofanushka >rogpakov - Britain; Oh, how the iritish 
Moma has worn herself cut oppressing the Arabs om’ Jewséd oe 
| 7 Ye shall soon sce just how the bankrupt politicians will 
place the blame on innocent heads. Meanwhile, let us @well on the fact 
that the British Eipire,which only recently was an extreacly powerful state Which | 
had assembled under the powcr of several tons of millions of pcople, hundreds of 
millions of colonial slaves, has vublicly anc officially admitted its 
insolvency in the nationality question. Let us leave asic the sincerity 
of this confessions British trovps have not yet been withdrawn from 
{Dalestine and it is not knovm whether they will be withdrawn. Having 
abandoncd the position of supreme master, the Rritish Government — 
may yet agree to accept the role of a gendoimce cottrolled by Ac icl 6a. 
Ln PalLcstine. . 
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It is important four 211 those who arc interested in the 
problems of nationality policy that Britain sheuld hove proclaimed her 
political bankruptcy in thet policy. This is ancther treneandema collapse 
of the bourrecis nationality policy which is: clesrly confirmius the 
correctness and profiunfity of theTewin-Stilin theo of the nationality question. 
Life is incontruverti>zly confimaing the scicntific predict’ le Yes, the 
nationality problem is insoluble on the Linss ‘of .cn imperiolistic-coloniel. 

policy. The b-urreocisie can merely confus« this issuc, turning it into 
bloody mass .f contradictions. Only the working class can s..lve the e 
nationality proble-, in those ways éby those means which have resulted in 
the friendship of neoples, in the Soviet Union - by the complete liquidation 
of national ond racial oppression, by the recognition not only on paper but cn 
actuality of the complete equality of pe ples, by the recognition of the 
right of every people to cecide its own fate, cither by separation as 4 ete - 
and the formation of an in@cpendent stete, or’ by voluntar fcderative agreement 

Witi: oncothcr people, another statce. 


Seas es Scetion 4. 
PART I a 
ero 6th October, 1947 


PRAVDA (cont'd) | : 
— Loparently fccling the shokincss. of his arguments, 
Johnson hestene’ to seize “nm to the proposal of Spoak. He:“cclarcd this 
proposal was seceptable to the American delegation. je at the same tine 
proposed to heer the opinion of representatives of yugoslavie, Bulgaria cna 
Slbenia regarding this proposal. Johnson said: "The American delegation 
acrees to rectify its draft resolution in the direction indicated by the 
French delegation if the replies of Yuroslavia, Alboenic ond Bulcoria 
are satisfactory", 


The Delegate from Colombia on cooperation anon the 

Great ~owers | 7 | 

The Golo:ibian dclegate, Lopez, recalled that when 
Churchill ordered British trzops in Greece to renounce their neutrality | 
and fire upon the people this had csused greet discontent ell. over the worlde 
Roosevelt hod disapproved of that Gecision. The Colombian delegate went 
on to in@icate that power politics have been used in Gricee for a long ti: 
by certain powers. Greece had for many years been in thu sphere of British 
influence. Said Lopez "It Later became knowm that the USA was intending 
tc teke Britain's vlace in the castern pert of the Mediterreanean Sede" 

 -Having submitted a just illumination of the history 

of the Greek cuestion the Colombian dvlegate Cid not, however, find it’ 
possible to draw the logical conclusionse "Cén the recognition of the guilt 
of one country or énother facilitate the solution of the question" he askwd. 
The Colombian dclesate proposed "To give an ooportunity to the Governnenit: 
of Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Albania end Greece, to make declarations of their 
good intentions". | 

Lopez stressed the need to consolidate ccuperation 
emong the great powers which is the basis of the UN. He incicated that a 
s lution of the creek question depended first of all on the achievement 
of mutual understonding among the great powerse He pr vjosed "to ask the 
great powers directly interested in 4 sulution of the Grevk issue to Ciscuss 
this question among themselves before the cnding of the general Cetates, 
in an effort to dctcrmine the possibility of workins wut a eneral approach 
to its s-.lution". | 

(3 columns) (Full translation) RVD 6010047 


DRLVDA AQRTVAL IM ISTANBUL OF NEV JHERIC.1 pI SION | 8 
“rin, ~5th October TASS The paper "Cunhuriet" reports 

that an American Mission made up of 7 members of the Commerce Committce 

of the House of Representatives has arrived. at Tstanbul end will Ciscuss 

sroblems of civil aviation and airfields. The paper peints cut that 12° 

million lire will be spent t: cvxpand an oirficld in-mshilkei. : 
(10 lines) TREVDA = Ge 1004 
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RAVDA THe WR IN INDONESIO 

THs GiGUE oth October TSS Today's communiques Pri: 
Indunesia tell of continued Dutch cffensive operations ainst the 
Thdonesians on wony sectors of the front in Jave and Suintrae . 


(10 lines) PRAVDA — Ge 1 Ok? 
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RIAD ( ecnt td ) 
Scrmnceneneancenee 


ee The british ruling: classes are atterptiny to justify 
their benkruptey by the intract-bility of tho Arsbs and Jews, sand thoir 
inability to get along with cach other, It i les vy please, ond not the 
british imperialists who are resoonsible for the fact that a snall 
and hitherto peaceful sezmicnt of the world hag become 2 horets' nest, 
Perhoos somewhere in the american beekwoods where it Ls not knewn what is 
meant by the mocern nationality question, these Lanentations may be 
successful, We in the Soviet lend sre. tco well acquainted with them, because - 
Of the not toosdistant past, | | 
30 years azo when British troups tock -nlestine by force 

and absorbed her, it sppeared forever, = in Lourrecis ‘Russias, Tsarist and 
Kerenski, boury:eois pceliticians were giving essurance that you c.uld not 

legve .wmenioans, Georgians and jzerbaijans Lage to fece for 2 tonent since 

they weuld Lnovi tably cut cach othorts “49a there woul be national NOLTOMS. 
They said the same thing sbout all other nelghvouring peunles in Tsarist 
Russia. | 


50 years have passed’. Ty Malestine british Governments 
following one upon auother, Conservative, Liberal, Labour - have followed Ons 
énd the same traditional colonial-nationality policy. fn the Soviet Union, one 
"and the same unified Bolshevik Governnent applied a ‘policy besed on the | 
Leninist-Stalinist theory of the nétionslity questions National hostility 
has not ceased for 30 years in valostine, snd at tines hes been uveravated t 


butchery end pogroms. Far 30 yeers the brotherly Soviet Recublics ‘have boi; 
»>rospering peacefully in netionel 


Agreement, in cooperation and friendshin. 
The nonsensical nature of assertions of the inborn hatred of sence nations 
for others, of the inability of some peoples to live in peoce with cthers 
has: been proved by experience. [In every pewple not.yet ener:ed fron 
capitalist slavery there are closscs which cannot live with other peoples 
without Cisosreencnts, without the’ exploitation ond Oppression of: wetker 
pecple. An? theré are classes, workers and peasants, which can live ant? wish 
to live in national friendship with the workers of other peoplese 3” | 
| “het is there to show for 30 years of British domination 
in Palestine? oOxnstont Ceception of Arabs and Jews, felse. promises to both 
of them, the instigation of Jews agecinst Lrabs and AYGOS Avainst JeEws3 
the deprivation of both pecples of eny national Lndependcnec, Dritish 
politicians sare now shedding crocodile tears: you see, they trivd all means 
to get the probs end Jews t) agree = they sat down rrcund a taiile, they 
put people in fiur=cornered prison reous,thay hanged seovle, they Plorscd themes. 
Nothing helps! ; | a. 
| Yes, ell the means <f appression have been tricd end. 
onc simple method alone has not been tried - n ¢ once hove they left the 
population of “selestine in peace, not :nce have they siven the workers of th: t 
. country an opportunity ts cone tuscther frecly ond agree on forms of co= | 
habitation. Por 30 years the British sendarmes brutally treated ~slestine ox 
a country of savazes who allegedly were unable to take single step’ 
indepefuntly. In three decades the wretched British puardions have 


brought the peaceful pecoles to com lete Cospair, have vexed them to follyss. 
Whet is there that should 


u couse surprise, then, in the fect thet terror fron, 
all  — sides reiens in palestine There it is, is it agt « subject for 

admiration = the Lourgeuis order in all its beauty, when Ctuntry has becunc 
impassabley. “Bhe conquerors, havin; frishtcned sll the nopulation, themselves 
live in constant feor, 
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_ Now the British politicians have megnaninously admittcd © 
their insolvency, their bankruptcy in policys Yes, there must be « trial 
for such insolvency, they must be shamed 5sublicly before all peoples! 
Why does a fraudulent bankrupt’ lose his ‘credit on the British Stock Exchanze, 
why will no one entrust his enterprise to him, but at 9 meeting of 
peoples: the questi n should not.be raised of whether bankrupt politicians oan 
claim further right to administtcolonies and peoples? | | | 
In 30 yexs Who: prevented the 5ritish rulers from making a peaceful 
and exemplary country with a prosperous culture out of pelestine? Terhaps 
it was the Communists or the D-lsheviks who sot in the way? The fraudulent 
political bankrupts of all countries usuolly try to place the blame on 
then for their own crimes, for their own predatory policy. “No, neither 
the Communists as a whole nor the Relsheviks hindered the British 
Conservatives, Liberals and Labour “orty folsowers in palestine, In all 
their provocative policy in that country the British masters relied on 
the most Rightist groups among Arabs and among Jews, and only the most 
inveterate nationalists were their order boys. The cntire British policy 
lay in fomenting notjoneal passions, in corrupting both peoples. The 
democratic elements supprcesscd and persccuted. In this respect the 
Labour arty followers are absolutely no different from the cie-hard 
Conservatives. Lo, the results; there are jrabs who héte Jews, there arc 
Jews who hate Arabs, snd there are the tremendous majority of hrabs end 
Jews who could come to terms and speak o common lensuoge, but absolutcly 
all Jews in Palestine and sbsolutely all the Arabs hate the British mastcrs, 
and so groat is this hatred that the masters hove been struck dumb with 
terror and wish to come out vith a whele skin from the hell into which they 
have plunged a pesccful country. In order to go on "administering" 
Palestine in the some spirit of terror, Britain needs to sent! fresh troops, 
to ‘inuniate oll cities and hamlets with solCicrs and police, ‘to execute and 
hang thousands of people, to close Talestine tight . from cutside 
scrutinye The old pre-war Britain would not have halted at expense and 
would have turned streams of blood into rivers. But such an intense 
colonisl terror is too much for the pocket of present-Cay Britain. This 
is why certain British politiciens are prepared to exchanrre the role of 
incependent master in calestine for the capacity of gendarme and hircling 
hangman: you see, it's your dollars and our nooses. ‘We'll strangle them 
togethers | | 
The British bonkruptcy in -alestine is simply the most 
striking example of the general netional-colonial bankruptcy of imperialisiie 
Is it not this seme thins which is going on in Indoncsia, in Greece, in 
Southern Korea, everywhere where the bourgeois "order" is introduced to the 
accompaninent artillory and machine gun fireg — | 
And, parallel to these colonial-nationality paysages, 
is the growing friendship between the peoples in the countries of the new 
democracy where for centurics there was uninterrupted national enmity, 
kindled either by the Turkish pashas, or the Justrian sencarmes, or the 
Germen -fascist provocateurde _ | | 
7 These are clear illustrations for “the imperialistic 
doctrine of the national hostility of rival-peoples, and for the Bolshevik 
doctrine of the national friendship of working-pcoples. Millions are now 
learning, the peoples of the entire world ore learning, not from books 
alone, but, most of all, from examples out of life itself. | 
(2 colums) (Pull translation) — DEAVDA 6010047 
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British Legation,, *“ Ce 7 

BEIRUT. Yo 

: 


34/296/1,7. 6th October, 1947. 


| w ; } 
Dear Department, a ae ae 


et 
Pad 
ia 


With reference to our telegram No. 700° 
of October 2nd concerning local reactions to the 
Coloniel Secretary's statement on Palestine, we 
enclose a copy of an article in French by Michel Chiha 
(banker, newspaper owner and our local "Eminence Grise") 
which appeared in the newspaper "Le Jour" of Friday, 
October 3rd under the heading "Devant le Noeud Gordien". 


Michel Chiha expressed similar views in 
conversation with a member of the Legation staff a few 
days prior to its publication. He added that he 
earnestly hoped that the British would not withdraw their 
influence from the Middle East, and that Britain would 
not go on accepting to be treated as World Power Number 3. 


In case our Personality List has not yet been 
printed we attach for ease of reference an extract 
covering Michel Chiha. - 
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Yours ever, 


Chancery. 


Eastern Department, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


5, - Michel Chiha. - A Raman Catholic banker of Beirut, 
born 1893. Amember of the Board of Administration of the 
Banaue de Syrie. as a Deputy in 1926 at which time he 
assisted in the drafting of the Lebanese donstitution. 

A brother-in-law of the .- i a relatzve of Henri 
Pharaon;has long been power he Constitutional 
Party. Virtually directs the p | 

and in major issues is always consu esident 
of whom however he has of late bec The local 
"Eminence grise". Formerly an ad 

Lebanon protected against Moslem domination is 
of the maintenance of the Lebanon as at present constituted 
as favouring the continued influence of nis family and 

the exclusion of their rival smile Eddé. He is owner 

of Le Jour (towhich he contributes a signed article daily) 
and, until it ceased publication ,of the "Eastern Times". 

A man of wide culture (Ghiefly Latin) retiring and studious 
by nature and deeply religious, he is politically far-seeing 
though somewhat handicapped -by his aloofness. A Jesuit in 
outlook. Though imbued with French culture and in favaur 
of close relations (particularly economic) with France on 
the basis of independence, he is pro-3pitish and has at 
intervals written stat@man-like articles in his newspaper 
(e.g. in connexion wit Anglo-Egyptian dispute). Anti- 
Zionist and anti-Communist. “hile disposed to cooperate 
with neighbouring Arab States on the basis of the Arab 
League, he is fundamentally suspicious of Moslem influence - 
a sentiment which colours his whole politieal philosophy - 
and his pro-British sympathies are tempered by some distrust 
of British pro-lioslem policy. 


A shrewd and cautious financier; respected but not 
popular. 
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| Extract from "Le Jour" of 3rd October, 1947. £2 
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Devant le noeud gordien. 


L'Angleterre n'imposera pas, par ses seuls moyens 
une solution politique en Palestine "par la force des armes". 

Si une solution devait etre imposée par la force 
“avec la participation d'autres pays", l'Angleterre resterait 
juge des formes et de 1'étendue du recours 4 la force. 

Ce langage raisonnable ne suffira pas 4 redresser 
une longue erreur. 

Alors que, pendant vingt-cing ans, c'est la force 
seule qui, en faveur du sionisme, a prévalu en Palestine, 
l'Angleterre ne veut plus aujourd'hui assumer toute seule la 
responsabilité de la force. Elle en a assez. Mais le mal 
est fait et nous voila devant le noeud gordien. Y a-t-il 
apparemment un autre moyen que la force pour le trancher? 

Il devient relativement aisé de aéfinir la position 
actuelle de l'Angleterre. En deffors d'un accord plus qu' improbable 
entre Arabes et Juifs, l'Angleterre ne pourrait théoriquement 
rester seule en Palestine qu'avec le statu quo or, le statu quo 
n'est évidemment qu'un aspect de la force; les choses étant ce 
qu'elles sont il semble donc qu'il faille aussi l'exclure. 

Bientot il deviendra tout A fait clair quiaprés s'etre 
intéressés puissamment, mais de loin, & la Palestine, il faudra 
qué les Etats-Unis s'y intéressent de plus prés, il ne suffit pas 
en effet de vouloir une Solution, il faut la rendre possible. 

Pour les Etats-Unis l'heure des responsabilités en 
Palestine va sonner. Et ce n'est que justice de le leur rappeler. 
Si les Etats-Unis ne sont pas prets & décider sur les lieux de la 
revendication des Juifs et du droit des Arabes il faut qu‘'ils 
cessent de se meler de l'aventure et de peser dans la balance. 
L'élémentaire raison veulent cela. 

Et les Anglais, de leur coté, seraient tout & fait fous 
de se laisser acculer 4 devenir définitivement ce que Jes circon- 
‘stances et leur complaisance envers les Juifs ont fait d‘'eux; 
des martyrs sans la foi. 7 

Un proverbe de chez nous dit que "la guerre avec les 
longues-vues est facile". Que les Américains viennent donc en 
Palestine vérifier la chose et s'exercer & refouler les Arabes. 
autrement que par des discours, pour mettre & leur place des 
Juifs! L'avenir jugera comme elle le mérite cette téméraire 
entreprise. 
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Cypher/OlP § CABINET DISTRIBUTION _ ii 
FROM ANMAN 10 FOREIGN OFFICE | tk » - 538 


sir aaa — ia: eed a | 
1Oe De of ele cto er J rine 
Ath Uctober,10¢7 oR, 1,40 Dem. 10th October Widee J, 


Repeated.to United Kingdom Delegation New York, 

es Bagdad, Damascus, Beirut (please pees to 
Damascus as my telegram No. 76), Cairo, 
Jedda, BeM.E.O. Cairo and Saving to Jerusalen. 


IMMEDIATE 


| As Arab politicians and leaders become convinced 
that His pan Ss Government really mean the 
announcement on the subje@t of evacuation of Palestine 
new fears, suspicions and plans are making their 
appearance, 


2 1 have Sensed a belief that the new British scheme 

is to withdraw British troops from Palestine but to 

leave Arab Legion and Transjordan Frontier Force behind 
with the réle of containing Jews who would be permitted 

to seize power in the areas where they form a majority 
and of enSuring that Arab areas of Palestine are inherited 
by rites (ear the member of the Arab League over which 
Great Britain exercises greatest influence. 


The enquiries which are referred to in third para- 
graph of Beirut telegram No. 712 appear to me to censtitute 
an interesting confirmation ef this line of thought, 


Se  Accerding te certain lecal sources of infermatien 
anti-Hasimite Ba are actively recruiting armed bends 
dn Syria and the Lebanen with an idea ef intervening in 
Palestine when evacuation begins in the name ef the Arab 
Higher Cemmittee, i.e. the Mufti. Sudden appearance ef 
the Mufti in the Lebanen weuld fit in with such a scheme, 


It is interesting in this cennexion alse that King 
Abdullah complained to me yesterday the Arab Higher 
Executive were engaged actively—in endeaveuring te seduce 
members ef the Arab Legien and Transjerdan Frentier 
Ferce from their respective allegiances with a view to 
haters ora in their cemmandes when fighting in Palestine 

reke eut. 


Fereign Office please pass te United Kingdem Delegatien 
New Yerk, Bagdad, Caire, Jedda, B.M.E.0. as my telegrams 
Nes. 852, 87, 51 and 40 respectively. 


{Repeated te United Kingdem ra wep New York, 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy snd should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] — 


Cypher. . 6G 
CABINET DISTRIBUTION 8. = i. | 


FROM BEERUT TO JE&RUSALMI 


jm ae ea 
Mr, Evans RB October Oth, der. ere Do | 
No, 90. : | : 


October 6th, 1947, = | 
it OCT } 


Repeated to Foreign Office No, 64 Saving, 
Cairo Embassy No, 59 Saving. 
Cairo B,.M,E,O.No, 44 Saving. 
Bagdad No, 74 Saving. 
Damascus No,218 Saving. 
Jedda No, 79 Saving. 
Amman No, 77 Saving. - 


IMPORTANT. 
RESTRICTED, 
Palestine. 


Lebanese Prime Minister sent for me this morning 
and asked whether he could be informed of the tenour af 
your statement to Arab and Jewish leaders or better 
still be furnished with the text thereof. He said that 
according to the delegate of the Palestine jrabs to the 
Arab League Council, your statement went further than 
the Colonial Secretary's speech and that the Arab and 
Jewish leaders were informed of decision by His Majesty's 
Government to withdraw from Palestine unconditionally 
i.e. whether there is a settlement or not, Arab 
Delegate was I ascertained not (repeat not) present at 
your meeting. Riad Bey added that it was important 

at on the eve of the meeting of the Arab League 
Council the Arabs should know exactly what the position 
was, 


2. I hope you will be able to furnish me b 
telegram with material to enable me to reply to the 
Lebanese Prime Minister. 
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7th October 197. 


The Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, 

Foreign Office, 

LONDON, S.W.1. 


Reference telegram No. 90 dated 
6th October 194.7 from Charge d‘Affaires 
Beirut, to High Commissioner for | 
Palestine. Attached for information 
are full notes of interviews between 
His Excellency, the High Commissioner 
for Palestine,“Dr. Khalidi and Mr. 

Ben Gurion held on the 2nd October 
19,7. 


(toro R 


Private Secretary. 
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NOTES ON INTERVIEWS WITH DR. KHALIDI AND MR. BEN GURION 
2ND OCTOBER 1947.« 


‘eee 088 eee ee oon OD Sgn Oe oe Oe ee ee 


To both I said that I thought it was incumbent on me after my 
return from England, where I had been in close touch with the 
situation, to impress upon them the statement recently made by the 
Secretary of State at UNO meant exactly what it said. Great Britain 
is sick and tired of trying to get agreement between Arabs and Jews. 
and is no longer in any mood to get mixed up in disturbances betweep 
theme She is most desirous of leaving Palestine with a happy solutio 
and in peace but she is determined if Arabs and Jéws do not agree 
leave without that conditions 


fo Dr,» Khalidi I said that I understood he had remarked to the. | 
Chief Secretary that they had heard all this from Great Britain before 
I pointed out that they had not heard this proposition before but 
what they had heard was that Britain was prepared to leave after 
having arranged independence for Palestine. Their present intention 
was something quite news. I suggested to them that they should take 
note of what was happening in India and although they had both mage 
statements that they would be glad to see Great Britain go I wondered | 
whether they had thought out to the full the possible implications anc 
whether by their actions they wished to bring ehaos and bloodshed en. | 
the ordinary inhabitants of the country who had benefited so greatly 
under the British during the past 25-years. It was my most earnest: — 
advice to them that it was their last chance of coming to an agreeg™ 
and that they should strain every nerve to do so and before it is te 
late to consider to the utmost what an unconditional withdrawal of Oi 
British would mean did they not do 50. ee 


aduasafay 


Dr, Khalidi produced the usual Arab reply. The Jews had been 
invading Palestine over the past three decades, that the Arabs had 
seen this situation coming during the whole of that period, they had 
always wanted to come to an agreement with the Jews with whom 
individually they had no quarrel but the Jews by their aggressivhess 
had always prevented agreement, their invasion and expansion wags 
bound to go on and therefore the Arabs had no alternative but to fight j 
it outs They had in fact fully considered the matter and they felt oe 
there was no alternatives. I merely said that I was sorry that he took Mit)! 
this view but I hoped he would change it on more sober reflection ‘ 
having in view what I had already told him. I was not in the least 
surprised by Dr. Khalidi's attitude as I have always considered him 
quite unbalanced and nearly mad. 


On the other hand Mr. Ben Gurion was much more susceptible. He 
asked me whether I felt there was the slightest chance of agreement, 
he said that it was a major point in their policy that they must find 
a way to get on with the Arabs and live in peace amongst them—and that J 
anything that could be done towards that end they must doe I told : 
him that if they could assuage Arab fears regarding future Jewish 
expansion eastwards and the domination of the Arabs by the Jews that 
there was some slight chance that they might still get together. He 
said they were quite prepared to reassure the Arabs on these two points 
but they would have to make one reservation in that they would not 
discuss the stoppage of Jewish immigration. He said that he himself 
felt that the mass of the people in Palestine wished peace and that 
the fear of Arab disturbances was clearly exaggerated. I told him. 
that although this might have been the case a short time ago the Arab 
situation had undoubtedly deteriorated and that if I were he I would 
not count too much on that theory and moreover all must realise that 
as long as we were being stabbed in the back by the Jews they could 
not expect us to give them full protection against the Arabs. We 
were not able to look both ways, 


I then turned to the question of the provision to us of all the 
information at the disposal of the Hagana intelligence services, He 
attempted to say that it was a point of honour for individual Jews 
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not to give away their compatriots. I told him, although this was 
desirable in the interests of peace, that was not what I was asking 
fory I was aware that they had their own intelligence services which 
had a considerable amount of information and what I was asking was to 
make that available to us. If they really wanted to fight the 
terrorists, then by far their best course would be to let us know what 
they knewe Mrs Ben Gurion then attempted tosay that when they had 
given information to the Police in the past there had been a 
disclosure of where it had come from, I told him that if they felt 
doubtful about giving information to the Police they could give it to 
anyone else they liked as long a8 they gave it» He made the remark 


that they had never found any difficulty in this respect with the Army 


I therefore urged him to think the matter over and expressed a hope 
that they would co-operate in this way in futures 


I then turned to the question of illegal immigration and told 
him that I considered it absolutely madness in their own interests 
that the Jews should go on with this policy at this time when the 
whole question of the future of Palestine was before UNO. I got the 
usual reply going back to the Mandate and the Balfour Declaration and 
saying that it was a matter of principle from which they could not 
departs I continued to try and persuade him that they might not 
depart from their principle but they could at least arrest the 
movement of immigrants until the future was clear. In this however 
I made no headway whatever. 


I also referred to his remark that all the people in the 
country wanted peace and askéd him how he thought such incidents as 
the recent blowing up of an Arab house by the Hagana with consequent 
less of life of Arab women and children was going to subscribe to 
that result, He appeared extremely uncomfortabje at this question 
and said that those who were in charge had also been extremely 
perturbed by this affairs 


I then started to close the interview but Mr. Ben Gurion himself 
returned to the first point he had made, namely that they must try 
and reach an agreement, He said that he quite appreciated that 
efforts in this direction were required and that anything I could do 
in the matter would be most helpful« 


My general impression of the two interviews was that whatever 
the Jews are saying regarding looking after themselves they are in 
fact not at all happy at the idea of being left at the mercy of the 
Arabs and no doubt within the framework of partition are most 
anxious to come to some rapproachement as far as the Arabs are 
concerned, It is however quite clear that the present Arab Higher 
Committee are most uniikely to plays 


One further point should be recorded, Mr- Ben Gurion rather 
shamefacedly asked me about the release of Ben Ami saying that he 
was being pressed on all sides for a release as a matter of policys 

I asked him straight would he release him and his reply was "You 
have placed me on the spot". 
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ENERAL DISTRIBUTION 


En Clair GENERAL DISTRIBUTION 


FROM CALRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE | i. 


Mr Bowker D. 7. 03 pel. Ith October, 1947. 
No. 1990 


. a4 er J 
Sth october, 1947. Re 9, O7 pom. 9th October, hc) ty Sen 


Repeated to Jerusalem 
Beirut 
Demascus Saving 
Amman Saving 
Bagdad Saving 
Jedda Saving 


Subject Palestine, 


Moslem Brethren Society's newspaper of 8th October, 
reports Hassan Al Banna telegraphed Azzan in Beirut on 
occasion of Arab League Council's meeting, stating Moslem 
Brethren consider only way to save Palestine is by force 
and offering to place 10,000 young men at disposal of 
Arab League as first detachment which is prepared to 
move at first signal,Same newpaper urges Arab states to 
open voluntery reoruitment offices to form military 
detachments and orges Arab Governments to prepar their 
armies to participate tn a decisive campaign td XD, 
colonisers and Zionists from the Holy Land. ee », 
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Cypher /OTP | TION DISTRIBUTION 
FROM NEW YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE (EF oe 
(Frem United Kingdem Delegation te United Nat iens) a 
No. 2860 De 6-16 pom. 10th QatbbeneT19%47 
loth Octeber, 1947 Re 12033 ame llth Ooteber, 1947 
Repeated Yashingten Saving 7 
IMMEDIATE 


—— immediately fellewing telegram centains the text ef 
the statement whieh the United States delegatien intend 
te make in Palestine Comittee en mera ef Octeber llth. 
Statement is seoret until delivered and ime ef delivery 
will depend en length ef previeus speeches. 


Fereign Office please pass te Jerusalem a8 By 
telegram Ne. 82-6 


[Cepies sent te Celenial Office fer retransmission | 
te Jerusalem]. | os a 
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Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr. Evans. 


NO. Do10.12 See 9th Oc to De 


725 
8th October, 1947, Re Se 42 De Me 9th Octobe 


Repeated to Cairo; British Middle Kast Oifice Cairo; 
. Jerusalem. — 
Bagdad; Damascus; Jedda;) 
Ammar ) Saving 


SECRET 


a No.19 to Jerusalem (repeated to you 
NOo 64 Savin bad | 


Palestine. | 
I was received by the Lebanese Prime Minister this 


afternoon and gave him the gist of what the High Commissioner [| 


for Palestine told Dr. Khalidi and Ben Gurion on the 
subject of the Colonial Secretary's stiten¢nt. I pointed 
eut in particular that His Excellency had stressed to both 
leaders the fact that this was their last chance of 

coming to tems. | | : 


2, Riad Bey said he realised poth the gravity of the 
situation and the import of the Colenial Secretary's speech. 
He proposed in fact to make the statement the basis of the 
Arab League's deliberations. He himself hed no doubt it was 
& new development which called for new tactics on the part 
of the Arabs. He acded that judging by such contacts 
as he had had with the Arab delegates the statement had 
created a favourable impression. 


5. I told Riad Bey that speaking personally it seemed 


to me that there were only two alternatives vefore the Arabs: | 


(1) open conflict with the Jews or 
(2) some arrangement acceptable to both parties. 


Riad Bey said he agreed and added that if @ conflict occurred 


he had no doubt that in the first stages the Arabs would suffer 


severe losses though in the end he was confident they would 
win the day. AS regards some arrangeaent acceptable to both 
parties he thought short of a miracle no agreenent was 
possible. His personal view however was that the situation 
at the United Nations Assembly might develop somewhat on the 
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- Qe 


following lines. "No solution would be found acceptable 
to the Jews and Arabs. It would then be realised thet if the 
+ Brifash evacuate Palestine (as in thatcase they were bound to 
- do in accordance with the Colonial Secretary's statenent) 
no alternative forces would be available to put into effect 
| any decision. In these circumstances it might well be 
1 ue - ~ teéided to postpone the whole question for a year OF 80. 
Something like the status quo might then be inevitable and — 
he personally thought this would guit the Arebs who aight even 
be prepared to accept limited inmigrants®, Riad Bey said 
his instinct was that if the Palestine question could be 
postponed in tvis way His Majesty's Government would be in 
a position to press forward with solution of the "Egyptian" 
problem and, sssured of Arab goodwill, to devote their 
_ energies to negotistions on the question ef Sudan and 
~* Palestine. | | | 


Caire pass te British iiiddle Last Office as ay 
telegram N@e 170. ‘ 
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This telegram is ef particular secrecy. and should be - 
“retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 
F e . | _ | [< a ‘ 
 Cypher/0T?  GABINUT DISTRIBUTION | 
FROM BELRU? To FORWIGH OFFIGR » 
co Nee if i 
ir. vans, D: 1.8 p.m, 10th Oetobers 1987" 


No, 728 
LOth Ucteber, 147 R: 2.49 p.m. LUth Uctober, 1947, 


Repeated to United kingdom Delecation tiew Yerk, 
Cairo, 
British Middle sast Office, 
Bagdad, 
anman, 
Jedda, 
Jerusalem 
Damascus Saving. 


TMPORTANT, | = 3 
“ vi “a : a . 
Socket, cus +| 99 


liy telegram No.7:7; «arab League meeting; 
Palestine. 


I saw Lebanese Prime liinister last nicht 

jmmediately after the meeting. lie said that on the 
whele things had gone very smoothly and that varieus 
‘obstacles had een overcome without undue dizviculty. 
“Results were in general what he had anticipate 
Freee f secret Blydan decisions would not (rene at not) 
- be efficially communicated to His Lajesty's Government 
and United States Government. whey still steed but 
reference te them in communiqué was in general terms. 
Secondly, Colonial Secretary's statement had been 
_ basis of Council’s deliberations and general attitude 
ef Geyncil as far as His Majes ty's Gevernwent were 
concerned was faveurable, Speaine for precautionary 
militery measures he said that they were inevitable 
as it was essential that, if the British withdrew, 
the vacoun should be filled, AS regards financial 
gid he said that this weuld now be epen and above- 
‘peard and that allecatiens te Palestine weuid appear 
aa in budgets ef varieus Arab States. 
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9, Riad Bey appeared toe be more confident ef 
the ability ef the Arabs te stand up te the Jews than 
he was befere the meeting, He will [sic] clearly 
‘-pLeased with results particularly with the part which 
he had played as Chairman. 


= Fereion Office nlease pass te United - ingdem | 
Delegation New York as my telegram 0.27, and Coire’’ - , 
to British Middle sast Office as my telerram ioe je 
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Next Paper 
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The meeting of the Folitical Committee of the arab League 
began at Beirut on the 16th september. Its purpose was to 
discuss the U.N.S.C.0.P. Report and to consider the attitude 
to be adopted by the Arab League. The meeting was originally 
sumnoned by the Iraygi Prime idinister, who told Heis. Chargé 
ad'Affaires that he hoped tnat decisions taken there would open the 
eyes of the U.S. and the British Governiients to the conseyuences 
of supporting any Palestine policy unacceptable to the Arabs. 

He expected the Committee to inform both Governments that, if 
Arab views were ignored, there would be serious trouble, both 
political and economic, between the Arab world and Great Britain 
and the United states. He hoged, however, to avoid any publicity. 
Samir Pasha (Prime Minister of Transjordan), with whom the Iragi 
Prime Minister discussed these proposals, gave a rather different 
account of them. According to him, salonffabr (Irag} did not 
expect the Committee to acceot his proposal that uicubers of the 
Arab League should apply economic sanctions against Great Britein 
and the United States, if the U.lv.5.C.U.P recoiuisndations were 
implemented. Irag would then withdraw from the League, together 
with Transjordan, thus gaining credit for their readiness to ake 
sacrifices tor the arab cause (but sitnout actually having to 
intake them) and also escaping from the seyptian dominated League 
at a favourable moment and on the best possible issuee Sailr 
Pasha said he agrecd with this view and told Hew. Minister that he 

£8673 would support Iraq at the meeting. Later, however, he told 

Flag C Brigadier Clayton that Iraq did not reilly intend to leave tne 
League and that Transjordan would certainly not do soe It seens 
possible that Samir Pasha's original statement was Pep - Kesek 

on of the arguments he had employed with King Abdullah who was in 
#8746 ‘Favour of leaving the League but not of a policy of hustility to 


( f 


i 8505 Brigadier Clayton was instructed to go to Beirut and to Pind 
‘Flag B out exactly what was happening. He was then to take whatever action 
| seemed iost appropriate in order to discuurage the Iragi and 


Transjordan Frime Ministers from making proposals 
B 8589 H.ii. Chargé d'affaires at Beirut found salehJabr impervious to 


Flag @F argument, though samir Pasha was hesitant and seemed doubtful of 
the wisdom of the Irayi attitude. 
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During the iteeting itself there appear to have been considerable 
differences of opinion between the various delegates, notably 
-petween those of Irag and Saudi Arabla. Salehffabr pressed for 
the adoption of economic sanctions, whilst Youssef Yasin (Saudi 
Arabia) shrank frum such measures. samir Pasha endeavoured to 
steer. middle course, in spite of his previous agzgrecment with 
sale favr, while the representatives of sgypts, Syria, the Lebanon 
and the Yeman#hoghafraid of public opinion their own countries, 
generally supported » i Gtol 3 


The/ 


The meeting ended on the 19th shen a communiqué was 
issued stating that the Committee nade decided that U.N.S.C.0.P'S 
proposals involved a flagrant sacrifice of the natural rights 
of the Arabs of Falestine to independence, and that the Arab 
States were determined to resist the implementation of these 
proposals by all practical and effective meanse They would 
indeed be unable to repress the sentiments of their own peoples. 
They, therefore, offered the Arabs of Palestine all the 
assistance and sacrifices within their power. The coiiliaunigue 
ended with a conventional expression of support for ugypte 


According to Samir Pasha the Coimittee decided: 
(a) To reject the U.N.o-C.U.P. recommendations. 


(bo) To give effective assistance to the Falestine arabs 
if these recommendations were implementede 


(c) To instruct their delegates at Lake Success to 
develop all possible diplomatic contacts to further the 
Arab casee ; 


es 
ad) To & notes to HelieG. and tne Ues. Guyernment. 
ik Ghargé d'affaires at Damascus received a note, 
based largely on the commaunigué,on the 22nd September 
and others will doubtless follow). 


(e) The Council of the Arab League would meet on October 
dna to consider implementing the "Bludan" decisions. (See 
Delow). Ue tee f Uy mikey om reapovelly thy 6, WU wee fk : 
lor ns 2 oe, 4 U is 4 ] 
(f) To pass a resolution in support of ueypte 


Egti1e FLAG mM 


The most Significant result of this meeting was their 
decision, ostensibly on juridicial grounds, 40 eefer to the 
Council of the arab League the question of implementing ‘the 
"Bludan" decisions. Je do not possess the actual text of these 
decisions but, according to samir Pasha, taey vere five in 
number, as follows: 
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BS7uy4 -FkAE & (a) No new economic concessions vould be granted to the 
B87U5 -feaG Wo ANg LO-SaxonSe 


(b) There would be a moral boycott of the Anglo-saxons. 


(c) The arabs would consider the withdrawal of existing 
concessionse 


(4d) The Arabs would refer the Fralestine decision to the 
United Nations. 
(e) The Arabs vould not eo-operate with the Anglo-Saxons 
in any international bodieSe 
tage Albstlisun olteint ona wird one aacbof dill is Macy 1446 tel aaa be in fleweutint 
ain Mit wal f ths tearnantest —* : oerer ae 
ira 


Iraq appears to be tne only meraber whole-heartedly in 
favour of economic sanctions (the only important part of these 
decisions) and it seems doubtful whether she would put them 
into effect unless Saudi Arabia did the samee. Brigadier 
Clayton su, gested that it might be worth while to approach 
King Ibn Saud to withhold nis agreemente By the time of the 
Council's meeting on October 2nd, however, HeldeG'sS Géclaration 
of their policy on Palestine will have been made and the situation 
Will thus have altered. , It would appear preferable, therefore 
to take no further actionvuntil we have had time to judge 
Arab reactions to this declaration of policye 
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Arab Reaction to the Announcement of H.M.G.'s Policy 
on Palestine. 


Arab veaction to Hr. Creech Jones' declaration to the 
United Nations Assembly at New Vork may be summarised as 
Pollows:- 

Official Reactions The Arab Delegation to the United 
Nations welcomed what it called a 'helated declaration” and 


expressed the hope that H.M.G.'s decision would not later be 


reversed under 7ZLONLSt DPreESSUPEe. With this one exception, 
there has been no public comment from official Arab ‘sources, 
and this will probably be deferred until the meeting of the 
Council of the Arab League on the 7th october. Tn Cairo, 
official circles have exoressed scepticism regurding the 
sincerity of the declaration, but in Baghdad their peaction 
was one of sober satisfaction, while the Lebanese Frrime 
Minister warmly welcomed the declaration and congratulated 
H.M.G. on their decision. He regarded it as favourable to 
the Arabs and thought the situation in Palestine after the 
British withdrawal might develop in one of two ways. Kither 
the Jews might abandon their intransigence ang accept a 


compromise on the pasis of the status uo with limited 
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immigration or, and this he considered more likely, a serious 
elash would Gevelop as ii 2nGios No official reactions have 
been reported from the Transjordan, Syria, Saudi Arabla or 
the Yemen. 

Press Corment. Press comnent has peen vestricted by 
«he Gistractions of snternal politics and the Egyptian cholera 
epidemic andhas, on the whole, been less favourable, varying 
from inaptitets di sbelicl to restrained welcome for a “good 


peginning"™. Only two newspapers applauded the declaration 


om we 


doing justice to Arab aspirations, while several described 


ag 


4% as a feint desirened to force the Unitea States to share 
t> 


Britain's/ 


Britain's burden in Palestine. Most newspapers express 
doubt of the sincerity of Britain's intentions and an 
Apab-Jewish conflict was generally envisaged as the 
consecuence o* Britist withdrawal. The Heyotian press, 
in particular, was uniformly hostile. 

Other Reactions. In Iraq the declaration has relieved 


she tension and a general strike which the local political 
4 hone ee Peel vt Cnredr Spd ts 


eS a 


parties have called a ae t / ewan emoty gesture, since 
the date fixed is a holiday. In Jedda, where there are no 
newspapers, bazaar opinion was appreciative or H.iiG.'s desire 
to avoid conflict with the Arabs but apprehensive of an Arab 
strugsle in which the Jews would receive United States support 


and wight thus prove the stronger. In the Lebanon, the 
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declaration was Pavourably received by oslem notables, though 


with some doubt of its sincerity snd some apprehension of the 


oossible repercussions Or & hasty pritisn withdrawel. 
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Lebanese Christians were nilarmea at tne prospect that an era 


of bloodshed in the Arab world fight FOLLOy GNe: SPL vis 


AyeaCUA ELON. “Nu ByVen thoapp sodernte elenents were anxLous that 


withdrvayeal sbould not ve unduly hurpled. 
sts. 
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mst be vesevved until its results, if any, can pe seen. 
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Relations... (7 1947 


This is an unparaphrased version’ of a Sceret cypher (typex) 
essave and the text must first be waraphrased if it is csscential 
(to communicate £t to persons outside British and United States 
Government Survices, 

\ 


OUTWARD TERLEGRA MH 


2 (TYPEX ) 


FROM: COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 


Os CANADA — (GOVT. ) 
AUSTRALIA a, 

MEY? ZEALAND a” 

SOUTH AFRIGA 


(Sont 


Ds Noe 625 SECRET 
My telerran 20th Sept 
Immediate reaction in Aral States to Colonial Secretary's 
it, particularly in press, was one of scepticism: line was 
taken that warning of United Kingdom withdrawal might be soetent 


YPeint, Later interpretation of which would show whether only United 


Kingdom Laterests were bein served. His Majesty's Representatives 
in the verious Arab States were instructed therefore to make it 


clear to Governments to which they were accredited that Colonial 


Secretary's statement mennt exactly what it said. Arsl Governments 


now appear to realize its significence and are showing a sober 


satisfaction at knowled;e that we shall not (repeat not) implement 


whe to Araus, tempered with alarm at possible 


’ 


consequences cf our withdrawal, 


a solution unaccepts 


i. 
2 this state of mind is reflected in communique of 9th October 
after mectins ot Beirut of Arab League Couneil at which 


resolutions were approved recormendine that Governments of Arab 


States should (a) toke Military precautions on Palestine frontiers; 


$ 


(b) provide funds ts give effective help to Arabs in Palestine: 
(Go) in Pace Of Threat Of V7isni St their. terrorist 


orfranisations, consider measures to protect interests of Palestine 
Arabs after United Kingdom withdrewal, Text of resolutions as fivon 


a ae 
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sn communique follows by Sayvineralile 


46 Uncomfirmed reports indicate that Syrian and Ecyptian forces 


His Majesty's United Kingdom 


have moved up to Palestine fronticr. 
Charce d'Affaires, Damescuss accordingly reminded Acting Prime 
Minister that, until United Kingdom troops and administration were 


withdrawn from Palestine, Wis Majesty's Government in United Kingdom 


romaincd responsible for administration, defcnce and security of 
1 | 9 


Dundas ecded that, in his opinion, sending of Syrian 


2nALlestince MY e 
ELOODS bo neihbourhood Se FROneLGr wie provocative and would probably 
result in « deterioration of internal situation of Palestine. 
Lis To this connexion enguirics heve been reecived from several 
quarters wnether, in view of Arad Leaguc threat to use their forecs 
in Palestine, we intended arms ts Areb Governments 
Arms cnd equipment heve oocn provided for HeyDG, 12d and Transjordan 
sn normel discherce of our troaty obligations. We have also been 
prepared to sell to Syria up to minimum amount required for purposes 

of internel SCCULLTY « Our view is that 8 ates concerned have risht 

5 maintain Limited forces for cofence ond internal security and that ff 
they heave not (repeat not) built up their forecs with express purpose 


of intervening in Palcstine. Lee hoe LEO Y peaceful settlement, 
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but in event of conflict between Jows and Arabs +t would no doubt be 
open to United Nations to make recommendations about stopping supply 
of arms to this arcade Until then we resard any succestilons that we 


should take unilateral netion as premature anc hypothetical. 


Cos toes 
FPorcirn Orfice W, Pe iis Ashton-Gwatkin 
| Jd.P.G. Finch (1) | 
hee Craeeon. 
GR sOe (iia Ke. Barnes 
Charlies St.) _ 


anyaani 


with the Compliments of the | “oct a _— 
inder-Secretai y of State for Commonwealth 18 ISAS a : 


Relations. 
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(BY 4IR MAIL). 


ROM: COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE 


sey OERP ED 


Oe - CiNDA (GOVT. ) 
, AUSTRALE: ee 
NEY ZEALAND M 
SOUT APRICA. " 


— (Son't LGth: Octe s 1917) 
De No. 523 SAVING | 
NCILS RESOLUTIONS. 
Following is text of resolutions on Palestine as given in 
. communal que issued yy Arab beacuse Council. of 9th Octobere Beginse 
hig. The Cauncil consider that the Bludan secret decisions, which 


were to be executed in the event of the report of the United Kingdom - 


United States Committee of Inquiry being aecepted and a plan devised 


for their execution are still valid ond should be executed if any 
t 


solution effectins the rights of Palestine to be an independent 
Arab State is applicd. 
Le As regards the.decision of the United Kingdom Government 


recently announced to anendon the Mandate over Palestine and to~- 


4 
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withdraw their troops end administration, and in view of the presence 
of the Zionist forecs end terrorist organisations which threaten ine 
safety of the Arabs of Palestine, the Council consider that the Arab . 
States should take militery preccutions on the Palestine frontiers. 
Therefore , the Council survest that it should be recommended to the 
Governments of the Aran Otates that they should proceed to take these 
military precoutions and at the same time that States limitrophe to 
Palestine should facilitate the participation and co-operation one 


non=-Limitrophe States. 


Ae As resards the execution of the previous decisions to give 


effective help to the Arabs of Palestine, he Council recommend to 
| the / 


2 
the Governments of the States members of the League that thoy 
should Desin. siving material and moral helo “to thie Aras Or 


Palestine, in order to stronsthen and eneourage them in defending 


thenselves and their existence, 


v: 


The Council also recommend to the 
CU ey are — ie: - A os daca | | 
States of the Learue that, they should produec immediately the 
MeCeSssary Lunds for this purpose and that these funds should be 


Spent under the supervision.of e specinl committce. | Ends. 
5 | 
Copy to:= . : 
| Porcien Crfice Mr, FT. A. Ashton-Gwatkin 
a: Me. J.P.G, Finch: (4) 
Pte LPs Garron:.~ 
MP Ke Barnes < (i) 
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(This is an unparaphrased version of a Seeret cypher message and 
the text must first be paraphrased if it is éssential to communicate 
it to persons outside British and United States Government Services.) 


e. Ane 


re > a 2 ” af ' 


aoe 


CYPHER (TYPEX) 


ag een rte TE eee 


on if 
oda WAS. 


CANADA (GovT.) 
AUSTRALIA : 
NEW ZEALAND u 
~ SOUTH APRICA " 
(Sent 9605 peme 2th Octe; 194.7 ¢) 
Noe 843 SECRET. ee 
PALESTINE « 
Following is our interim appreciation of way Palestine situation 
a whole is developing» 

We are in genereal fairly satisfied with effoet of our undertaking, 
to withdraw, which has brought Arabs and Jews and other Governments 
nearer to facing rcaliticse | 
4e Tt 436 taarly clear that United Stites Government are unwilling to 
incur more then a limited share of responsibility for garrisoning or 


administration of Palestine, and best result from our point of view 


would be that Arabs and Jews should agree and should ask us to remain 
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in Palestine for a limited transitional period to help them put 
agreement into effcoct. United States and Soviet support for partition 
makes it less likely that Jews will meake any concessionse Jewish Agency, 
however, do not (repent not) seem to be at all optimistic that, should 
a plan of partition bho pocommended by Asscombly, an offective instrunicnt 
of enforcement will be agreed upon and brought into being by United 
Nations in time to replace our ndministratione On Arab side, we are 
inelined to think that tnere may be tendency towards compromise, as 
{illustrated by speech of Pakistan Delegate to United Nations on 135th 
October, who, while reiterating his opposition to partition, said that 
if this solution were recommended boundaries should be 50 drawn as to 
inelude roughly the same number of Arabs in Jewish state as Jews in 
Arab statee In adherence to terms under which we referred Palestine 


guestion to United Nations we have assuned in discussions 4 somewhat 
passive/ 


we Dm 


passive role and shall be careful not (repeat not) to become 


prematurely associated with any specific compromise proposale 


lie Our view of threats of direct action by Arab states is that they 
should be treated with caution. We have, however, authorised our 
representatives in Arab states to remind Governments to which they 
are accredited of oup interim responsibility for administration of 
Palestine in terms sind tas to representations already made to Syrian 
Government (my telegram 16th October De Noe 829 paragraph 3), and to 
deny rumours that we have any secret arrangements with any Arab 


Government about action by Arab forces in Palestine after our withdrawal. 


Copy to:- | 
Foreign Office FeTeAe AShton-Gwatkin 


JereGe Finch (4) 
Jee Cable 


° 
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With the ea of the 
scretary of State far Carn 


orere by Galth 


4 wn eg fttward Tele ram from Commonwealth Relations Office 


(This is an unparaphrased version of a Sceret eyph or ( typex) 
message and the text must first be paraphrased if it is - 
essentinl to comuniecte it to persons outside British and 
United States Governnont Services.) 


CYPHER ( TYPEX) 


Cn.NaDe. 

einp Heady Eee 
NW 2. 0LAND 
DOU TH PRO. 


(Sent 8.350 pem. 1st Nove, 


wong ame Hes Sd &1N Owe Bee Ct ECO Oe £0 RC MS EOE ETS teh otc 


De No 


Tia ¢ 
Ja 


Following is our provisional cppreciation of motives for Sovict 


support of UNSCOP's najority proposal for prrtitione 


Qe We do not (repect not) vicw this support as evidence of new Soviet 


attitude of objcetivity ond co-operntion. Support for inde ndenev or 


wAG 


netionel ninoritics is basic Soviet doetrin:1l principle, which may be 
turned to © mtece in ense of Jews j Alcatine os vrecedent for 
OF CLOIMS: OL RUrGs. CG Apneninns.s 
Primary cim of Souiet. Covepnncn: is orobably to debar United 
ang Va ved. ssiceapiiliiaial fron mainteinines their 
in Eestern Jeditcrranean « Best method of achieving this no 
ta then to lic in eneournaging »ynirtitic sinec therenfter 
is eee bo Oppose GS Sam iehnenit of bases in territory 
othere Soviet Governanunt may Woll elso teke view that 
montetion of muejority plen would ceuse trouble in Middle Hast, 
ae Gee Mays ame He, aifficultics of United Kinedom and United 
Governncntse 
lie Reteblishment of Communist st.te in pe Low eine: Or ot 1eost- in 
Jewish oreas, may possibly bo ultimate Sovict object. State would bu 
orseeanised by Communist-indoetrins ted illesal immircrants from Hes pern 
Buronve (my telegram 23rd October De Nos 532 Saving, parngreph 2). 


i j ny ros Ted 4 nm oeonomic unity of Palestine is porn ips 
Emphasis in Soviet atotoricnt on ceconomic unity of Pelestine 18 pcrin ps 


| 7 “7 : mn z a sur a As 
intended to fr.cilitate extension of Communist influence From sey 
| / 
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throurhout Arab liiddle East. However, 


tloseow, has vointed out 


United Kingdon .ambassncor, ‘ 
$6 doubtful whether hope of introducing Communism through 
mnierents pulks vory lerscly with agoviet Governnent who ore 


nee ee ee pres Be ie has 
aware of extont tao which Zlonism 15 conneeyu 


TO COMC's 
: * Jax. Gahan eB pix ee SNE por 1, rs 
De Ls records irnplemontstion ond anesitionnl poricd, Soviet 


ox ee 
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a -, ae 
1 eres Atos oo : 3 ire. See Fee ues op Huns h PG Vres 
stetenent wes Vicuce eee. CU Park 2a, of iY 


A ua da de warair 
should be responsible LT torvlorc tine on unpopular settlemente 
Nes Bae f : Wrz san ab ‘ ae fete wok. Lo os ; 


nnont nove ne roevoct not). in our opinion 
or Sovict Governn Done meee ye. TOG.) Fak i j 


aduasasay 
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THE ARAB LEAGUE AND PALESTINE 


Please see Sir 0. Sargent's minute on the attached copy 
of Beirut telegram No. 710. ;7; | } 
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The Bludan decisions, recommending a degree of economic 
sanctions and "moral boycott" of H.M. Government and the 
United States Government were originally adopted in May 
1946 for implementation in the event of the adoption of 
the recommendations of the Anglo-American committee on 
Palestine. 


At the recent meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the 
Arab League countries at Sofar in the Lebanon, to discuss 
the U.N.S.C.0.P. recommendations, the Iraqi Prime Minister 
came forward with a proposal to bring up to date and 
strengthen these Bludan decisions for application against 
Great Britain and the United States in the event of our 
supporting any Palestine policy in the United Nations 
unacceptable to the Arabs. This proposal is to be 


considered at the meeting of the Arab League which begins 
on 7th October. 
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COUN 

The proceedings at. the Sofar meeting, «ee unsuccessful 
attempts to discourage Saleh Jabr from pressing this wild 
proposal, and the details of the original Bludan decisions 
are given in the attached minute by Mr. Cable (Flag N). No 
suggestion hag been made by Eastern Department that a further 
attempt should be made to influence the Arab Governments 
before the Arab League meeting, and it was expected that 
the Colonial Secretary's speech at the United Nations would 


alter the Situation and convince the Arab Governments of 
our sincerity. 


I submit draft reply to Beirut. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on. | 
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CYPHER/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION ot phe ny 


FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN CFFIOR ~~ 


Mr, Evans. D: 5.13 p.m.4th October, 1947, 
No, 710. . 


4th October, 1947. R: 8,20 p.m.4th October, 1947. 


Repeated to: Amman, | 
B.M.H.O. Cairo, 
Bagdad, 
Cairo, 
Jedda, 
Damascus, ) 


Jeruse lem, )>°Vin8. 


Palestine. 


Sheik Youssef Yasin called on me this morning in 
connexion with the forthcoming meeting of the Arab League 
Council. He said that Samir Pasha Rifai had informed Riad 
Bey Solh that "the situation had changed" and that he 
wondered whether this meant thet the Iraqi and Transjordan 
attitude on the question on Bludan decisions and proposed 
economic boycott of Britain and America had been modified. 
No doubt Colonial Secrctary's statement (of which he clearly 
approved) had had its effect but it also occurred to him 
that "conversations" with the British had taken plece in 
Bagdad and Amman, It was inconceivable he said that the 
Iragis could have taken such a stand on the question of a 
boycott without British support; if His Majesty's Government 
"shut their eyes for five minutes" the present Iraqi Govern~ 
ment would be swept away. Briefly what he wished to know was 
what was the attitude of His Majesty's Government so that 
the policy of King Ibn Saud » whosc wish was always to work 
in harmony with His Majesty's Government, could be shaped 
accordingly, 


, 2, I should be glad to receive your instructions as to 
? what reply I should give to Shcik Youssef, if possible 
' pefore the opening of the meeting of the Arab League Council 
‘+ on October 7th. | 

Cairo please pass to B.M.E.O. as my telegram No, 162, 
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[This telegram is of particular scorecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP WORLD ORGANIGATION DISTRIBUTION 
FROM NEW YORK TO FOLSIGN OFFICE 

(From United Kingdom Delegation to United Nations) 

No. 2861 De 9055 peme lOth October, 10947 


10th October, 1947 Re 4012 aeme Lith October, 1947 


Repeated to Jerusalem, 
Vashineton Saving, 


(aD LAT 


My immediately preceding telegram. \ ;% 


ae as 


following is text. 
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1. ‘tne problem of the future Gevernment of Palestine 
confronts the General Assembly of the United Nations with @ 
heavy and complex responsibility. The General Assembly, 
having assumed responsibility for making recommendations 
te the United Kingdem en the subject, must de everything 
within its pewer_te evolve a practical selutien censistent 
with the principles laid dew in the United Natiens charter. 


9, The United States delegation feels that the urgency 
of the problem is so great that the General Assembly must 
recommend a solution at this session. The degree of 
urgency has been brought to our attention by continued violence 
in Palestine, by the context of the Special Commitise s 
report, and by the statement of the delegate from the 
United Kingdom, regarding the recommendations of the comnitice 


and future British responsibilities in Palestine. 


3. During the past weeks this committee has had the 
benefit of the views of several members of this committee, 
and has heard statements by the representatives of the Arab 
Higher Committee and the Jewish A enoy for Palestine on behalf 
of the peoples primarily concernsd. e United States 
delegation believes that this discussion has been of 
material assistance end hopes that it will continue on the 
broadest basis. 


4. It may be recalled that as a result ef the first 
orld Yar a large area of the Near Sast, inoluding Palestine, 
was Liberated and a number of States gained their independent’¢. 
The United States having contributed its blood and resources 
te the winning ef thet war, felt that it ceuld net divest 
itself ef a certain respensibility fer the manner in which 
the freed territories were disposed ef, er for the fate of 
the peeples liberated at that ime. it teek the pesitien 
_ that these peoples ghoujd be prepared for Self-Government 
.5 @80 also that a National Home for the Jews should be 
Y @steblished in Palestine. The United States Government 

h wbse quently had long and friendly relations with the | 
dent States which were created in the Near Bast and is 


happy 
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happy to note that most of them are members of the 
United Nations and have representatives present at 
this meeting. 


| 5. It may be recalled with regard to Palestine, | 
thet in 1917 the Government of the United Kingdom in the 
statement known as the Balfour Declarations, announced — 
ree a viewed with favour theestablishment in Palestine 
of a National Home for the Jewish people and that it would 
use its best endeavours to facilitate the achievement 

of that object, it being clearly understood that nothing 
should be dens which might prejudice the civil and religious 
rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine 

er the rights and pelitical status enjoyed b Jews in 

any other ceuntry. In 1925 the sbjectives stated in this 
declaration were embodied in the League of Natiens mandate 
fer Palestine which was entrusted te the Gevernment ef the 
United Kingdem as mandatery. As the United States was 

net a member of the League ef Natiens a cenventien Was | 
cencluaed between the United States and the United Kingdon 
in 1924 with regard te American rights in Palestine, ine 
Palestine mandate is embodied in the reamble te this 
canventiene The United States consented te this mandate. 
“embers of this Committee are aware of the situation which 
subsequently developed in Palestine and of the many efforts 
which have een made to achieve a settlement. We now have 
before us a report of the Special Committee of the United 


Nations with regard to the Palestine question. 


8. The United States delegation supports the basic 
principles of the unanimous recommendations and the majority 
plan waich vrovides for partition and immigration. it is 
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of the opinions however that certain amendments and 
a 


modifications would have to be made in the majority plan 

in order more accurately to give effect to the principles 

on which that plan is based. i delegation believes 

that certain geographical modifications must be made. for 

example, Jaffa should be included in the Arab State because 

it is predominantly an Arab city. My delegation Sug ests 

that the General Assembly may Wish to prev de that all the 

inhabitants of Palestine, regardless ef citizenship or place 

ef resiaence, be guaranteed access te ports and te water 

and pewer facilities on a non-discriminatery basis; that 

constitutienal guarantees, includin tees regarding 

equal sconemic ertunity, be ; and Jews 

alike, and that the pewers of the . 

stren henied. °" any ‘solution shies this Committe 

Oo not only be. just, but. also wor e 

should. OF a be foShs, Pu i a i vorkabl and of a nature to 
7. The United States delegation desires to make 

certain observations on the carrying out of such recommendations 

as the General Assembly may make regarding the future Govern- 

ment of Palestine. The General Assembly aid not, by admitting 

this item to its agenda, undertake to assume responsibility 

for the administration of Palestine during the process of 

transition to independence. Responsibility for the Government 

of Palestine now rests with the mandatory power. The 

General Assembly, however, Would not fully discharge its 

obligations if it did not take carefully inte acceunt the 

problem of implementation. 


555 
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8. Beth the majority repert and the statement ef the 
United Kingdem representative in this Committee raise 

the preblem ef carrying inte effect the recommendations 

ef the General Assembly. We nete fer example that the 
majerity repert indicates several peints at which the 
majerity theught the United Nations ceuld be ef assistance. 
Tt Was suggested that the General Assembly appreve 

certain steps invelved in the transitiena period, that the 
United Nations guarantee certain aspects ef the settlement 
cencerning Hely Places an@ minerity rights, that the 
Reenemic and Secial Ceuncil appeint three members ef the 
Jeint Ecenenic Beard, and that the United Natiens accept 
responsibility as administering. autherity ef the City 
Jerusalem unéer an internatienal trusteeship. 


9. The United States is willing to participate ina 
United Nations programme to assist the parties involved 
in the establishment of a workable political settlement 
in Palestine. We refer to assistance through the United 
Nations in meeting economic ahd financial problems and the 
oroblem of internal law and order during the transition 
period. The latter problem might require the establishment 
of a special constabulary or police force recruited on 
a volunteer basis by the United Nations. We do not refer 
to the nossibility of violations by any member_in its 
obligations to refrain in its international relations from 
the threat or use of ferce. We assume that there will be 
charter observance. 


10. In the final analysis the problem of making any 
selution work rests With the people of Palestine. new 
velitical institutions are te endure, they must prevwide for 
Garly assumptien by the peeple themselves of the responsibility 
for their ewn demestie erder. Acts of violence against 
censtituted autherity and against rival elements ef. the 
lecal pepulation have appeared in Palestine ever a eried ef 
many years and have greatly increased the difficulties ef 
finding a werkable selutien te this complex preblem. Certain 
elements have reserted te ferce and terrer te obtain their 
ewn particular aims. Obvieusly this vielence must cease 
if independence is te be mere than an empty phrase in 
the Hely Land. 


aquasafay 
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ll. Mr. Chairman, we must-nuw consider how this Committee 
is to take the next step in dealing with this question. 

If the Committee favours the. principles of the ma ordty pian, 
we should establish a Sub-Committee to work out the details 

or a rogramine which we could recommend to the General 
Assembly. 


12. The recommendations reached by the General Assembly 


Will represent the collective opinion of the world. The 
problem has thus far defied solution because the partics 
primarily at interest have been unable to reach. basis of 
agreement. This is a problem in the solution of which world 
opinion can.be most helpful. 


, gporeign Office please pass to Jerysalem as my telegram 
Oe e 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial Office for 
transmission to Jerusalem]. 
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[This telegram is ef particular secrecy and sheuld be 
retained by the autherised recipient snd net passed on] 


R 
Secret 


Cypher/OTP WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 


i 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO NW YORK 

(Te United Kingdem Delegatien te United Nations) 

Ne, 3460 “De 7253 Dem. 13th October 1947 


13th October 1947 
Repeated to Washington No. 10512 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


einem 


Your telegram No. 2861 [of October 10th: Palestine]. 
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Following for Colonial Secretary. 


I am anxious that you should, before the general 
discussion closes answer implications in paragraph 7 
of United States’ statement. 


Urgent instructions are being drafted and will, if 
possible, be despatched before noon on October 14th, 
lease endeavour to ensure that general discussion is 
kept open until they are received. 
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(From United Kingdoa Delegation to United Nations) 


Nos 2876 De 1.10. asm. 11th Cctober, 1947 
10th Octeber, 1947. Re %eol0 ace lth Uctober, 1947 


Repeated Jerusalem Immediate .. 
Vashingten Immediate saving 


no ree 


. Sess 7 
My telegram No. 28442. — a7 eC 
| ‘ EN ces cert 


Palestine Committee. 


Gn the 10th October Granades (Guatemala) equalled the 
previous recerd of the delegate fer Pakistan by speaking 
threugheut the tenth meeting. He anneunced that his Gevernnent 
aecepted the uajerity prepesal which he had signed as & m amber 
ef Use iieCeGePe He then eutlined the career ef Haj Amin 
Husseini criticising the mandatery gevernaent for the liberty 
peraitted him befere 1957 and asked what weuld be the fate 
ef a Jewish winerity in a state under his central. 


2. «Granades declared that since 1959 His Majesty's 
Gevernaent's pelicy in Palestine had net been in cenferulty 
with the mandate. He had signed the U.N.s.C.0.%. majority 
receauendatien fer British administratien during the transi tien 
yeried, eut ef deference te his celleagues and fer the sake 
ef unanimity. But the Celenial Secretary's statement had new 
altered the situation. He therefore prepesed an amendment te 
the wajerity plan previding that 


(7) either ef the prepesed states might request its 
independence befere the Ist september 1949 


(II) the mandatery pewer sheuld meamrhile be replaced 
by the Unitea Natiens acting threugh three delegates elected 
by the General Assembly fre nationals ef member states ether 
than the Big Five 


(III) an internatienal pelice ferce sheuld be formed 
af wilitary centingents frea the menber states sther than the 
Big Five, in prepertien te the tetal numbers of their armed 
ferces., ‘The centingents sheuld be cempesed as far as pessible 
ef velunteers drawn frea regular ferces. 


2 ICYTV) the numbers and cempesitien ef the ferce sheuld 
be sg Ceean ofl by the three administering delegates 


by A was _ : ; 
4 the cests ana equipment af the ferce should be 
a 
ji /previded 
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oe 


previded by the Big Five in prepertien te their amual 
centributiens ta the United Natiens, and 


(VI) ‘ueuber states’ sheulé’ take the weasures oreseribed 
in the Charter against any states which "as from teday” wight 
commit agsressien against any ef the’ peeples ef Palestine. 


Oe Granades Said that he weuld suppert the transfer 
ef Jaffa te the Arab itate. He eantested the use made ef 
pepulatien figures by safarujla Khan and argued that the. 
previsiens ef the majerity plan fer Jewish imnigratien in 
the transitien peried and fer the acquisitien af citizenship 
in yhe Jewish state by Jews living in Jerusalem veuld ensure 
2 sims tantle] Vewish majerity. 


Fereign Office please oass Immediate te Jerusalem as ay 
telegram Nae 88. 


sent te Telegrash sectien Celenial Uffice fer 


te Jerusalen|. 
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(This telegrem is of particuler seorecy and should be /§ f- 
retained by the authorised recipient end not passed Oe J i. 


Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBULION fc on, 2 a , 
FROM AUMAN TO FOREIGN OFFICE . | 


Sir A. Kirkbride i ney 


\ 


No. 303 D. 2620 p.m. LIth“Oototer;~ teers 
llth October, 1947. R.°7.05 p.m. llth October, 1947. 


Repeated to : United Kingdom Delecation, British Middle East 
New York Oifice, Cairo 


Bagd ad Damascus 
Cairo Beirut | 
Jedda Jerusalem - Saving 


nace na 


(Beirut please péss to Damascus as my telegram No. 77.) 
Arab League meeting. > cae ae " . 
Beirut telegram No. 104-to Amman. 


Following 18 King Abdullah's version of his meeting with 
Azzem, Saleh Jets and Semir on October th. : 


# Visitors showed the King a copy of the decisions of the 
Council and asked him whether, in view of the critical period 
facing Arabs, he would invite members of the Council to visit 
him at Amman end so give the lie to rumours of internal dis- 
agreement in the League. The King repided thet he would be 
delighted to receive members of the Council to lunch on Monday, 
adding thet it wes no feult of his that the Lebenese end Syrian 
Ministers hed avoided Trans jordan in the past. 


5. Talking to Saleh Jabr and Sgmir the King observed that he 
was sures that the Lebanese, Syrians and Sauwiis were keeping 
their respective British Ministers fully informed of all develop- 
ments and it was important thet the Hashinite states should also 
do this, otherwise others might steal a march when it came to 
disposing ef Arab areas of Palestine. Commenting to me the 
King said that as I was always kept fully infermed I would 


realise that the observation was aimed st Saleh Jabr whe he 


Suspected ef failing to co-operate as fully as he should with 
Embassy at Bagdad. 


4. Talking to all three the King maintained that it was folly 
to talk of ejecting Jews from Palestine. He doubted firstly 
Whether the Arabs were capable of doing so and was Sure, 
secomly, that the eivilised world would not permit them to do 
so if they were. He [gpe undec. ? said] that others ced 
that the wise thing to do was to quickly come to terms with the 
Jews after a British withdrawel and te restrict then to of 
smell a part ef Palestine as was pessible. Tha King pointed 
eut that he was prebably in a better pesition than any ether 
Arab legger te make a settlement with the Jews but he theught ne 
negetia¢iene should take place until Jews were quite cenvinced 
that. they qeuld fo longer depend on British protection. 

? ap 


5. 
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«Be The King ola me he found Assam much more reasonable in 
a a fess obseased with Egypt's diffi ilties. 1 


Vea wigitors Were under the impression that the Lebanese a 
ties ee genuinely upset by arrival of Haj Amin el Husseind 


4 


6. Until Semir returns I have no. means of ehecking the 
aceuracy of this statement. nek 


Foreign Office please pass to United Kingdom = 
Delegation, New York, Bagdad, Cairo, Jedda snd 

- ‘British Middle Sast Office, o8 my telegrems : 
Nos. 4, 53, 89, 52 ané 41 respectively. 


Re’ ; United Kingdom Delegation, New York, — 
Tred, Calre, Jedda aa British Middle Rest Office. | 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher /OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM BEIRUT TO AMMAN 


Mr. Evans 


No. 104 D. 9.40 aem. 10th October, 1947 
th October, 1947 P.11,52 e.m. 10th October, 1947 


' ‘ 


Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE NO. 725 ne 
aiToO 
B.iM.E.O. Cairo 


1 {2 

Azzam Pasha Saleh Jabr and Samir Pewa by. 
at 9 aem. this morning for Amman where they have been 
invited to lunch with Abdullah. Purpose of visit 
is to persuade King Abdullah to extend an invitation 


to Arab League delegations (including Saudi Arabia) to 
visit Amman on October 13th. 


2. Delegations (including Samir Pasha) are proceeding 
to Damascus tomorrow where they will be guests of 
President Kuya,t. 


" Sheik Yussef Yassin told me that he has telegraphed 
pba, Saud to seek his permission to accept invitatien 
if it is made. He added that if he was not 


epised by his King to go the Syrians and Lebanese 
et go either. 


Caire please pass te B.M.E.O. as my telegram Ne. 175 
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En clair : 
CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


OM BETRUT. TO FORSIGN OFFI 


re KVans 
No. 727 De 3,07 Deme October 10th, 1947. 


October 10th, 1947. Re 7039 Dem. October 10th, 1947. 


Repeated to Cairo, British Middle East Office mbassy 
peace pass as my telegram No. 174), Bagdad, 
edda, Amman, Jerusalem, United Kingdom 
Delegation New York. 


Foreign Office please pass as my telegram No. 206 


ee communique was issued late on October 9th 
following meeting of the Arab League Council. 


[Begins ] 


The Council of the Arab League held their third 
meeting at Aley on October 9th, 1947 at 1500 hours under 
the Presidency of the Prime Minister Riad Solh. After 
the messages addressed to the General Secretariat had been 
read, the President of the Council read the Neeeag ts of the 
decisions taken by the sub-committee composed of the heads 
ef the delegations of the Arab States dealing with the 
precautions which should be taken for the defence of 
Palestine in the light of latest developments, the eneral 
situation, and the possible developments arising eut of the 
decisiens of the British Goverment as Mandatory Power in 
respect of their policy towards Palestine. After discussing 
these decisions, the following resolutions were approved by 
the members of the Council of the League. 


1. The Council consider that the Bludan secret 
decisions, which were to be executed in the event of the 
repert of the a pr ees Committee of Enquiry disbe 
accepted and a plan devised for their execution are still 
valid and should be executed if any solution affecting the 
Eione oo Palestine te be an independent Arab State is 
appliede 


saan 
cane 


aduasafay 


WOONOT ‘391440 040938 9178Nd 3HL 4O LHD IYAAOD 


2. As regards the decision of the British 
Gevernment meceauly anneunced to abanden the Mandate over 
Palestine and te withdraw their troops and administration, 
and in view ef the | chabahabe ef the Zionist forces and 
terrorist erganisatiens which threaten the safety of the 
Arabs of Palestine, the Council consider that the Arab 
States should take military precautions on the Palestine 
frontiers. ‘Therefore, the Council suggest that it should 
be recommended te the Governments of the Arab States that 
they should preceed te take these military precautiens and 
at the same time that States limitrephe to alestine should 
facilitate the participatien and coe-eperatior ef non=- 
limitrephe States. 


3. as regards the execution ef the previeus 
 \@ecisions te give effective help te the Arabs of Palestine 
. yohe @ouncil recommend to the Governments ef the States members 
 @ ' “She League that they should begin giving material and 


ay 


/moral 


“2- 


tor the | | rengthen 
0 -Avabs of Palestine, in order to strengt 

morh bee ote n defending themselves and ey t 
existence, the Council also recommend to the States of the 

League that they should produce iumediately the necessary t 
fusds for this purpose and that these funds should be spen 
under the supervision of a special committee. 


[Ends ] | 


[Repeated to United Kingdon Deiggation, 
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Beirut telegram No. 727 £ of 10th October: 


; ¥" 
wa 
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i I\“arab League and troop movements/l6 FEO, 


Repeat to 


f° 


Woe | 
report immediately any 


rding +meep 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Sodwie 
Cypher. 
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Distribution :— 


Chit Sal > 


| 


Coptes to: 


(13559) » Wt. 43697-140 100m 3/47 G.S.St. Gp 620 
Ee cs 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and sheuld be 
retained by the autherised recipient and net passed en] 
Cenfidential 
Cy pher/OTP 

| CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FORPIGN OFFICE 3 


14th Octeber 1947 De Se Delle 15th October 1947 
Repeated te United Kingdom at we New Yerk Ne. 3473 


. 


weshingten Ne, 105 

CONFIDENT LAL oO 

Beirut telegram No. 727 [ef 10th Ucteber: Arab 
League and treep mevenents] te Fereign Office. 


Yeu will ne deubt repert jumediately any — 
infermatien yeu may receive regarding meyerents er | 
plans fer wevenent ef armed forces 01 Gevernment te 
which yeu are aceredited in sennexien with Palestine 


situatien. 
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